
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




~1, 

Digitized by Vj(M)QIC 



I Digitized by VjOOQIC 

i ■ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BRIEF STATEMENT, 

SUPPORTED BY ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS, 



OF TBS 



IMPORTANT GRANTS 



CONCEDED TO THE 



EASTERN COAST OF CENTRAL AMERICA 
Commerdal anb ^gtftultttral (Zl^ompang 



BY THE 



STATE OF GUATEMALA- 



WITH A MAP OF THE^ TERRITORY OF VERA PAZ, Vv^, . a. 
AND ANOTHER OF THE PORT OF SAN TOMAS. \ 



LONDON: 
WHITTAKER & CO. AVE MARIA LANE. 



MDCCCXXXIX. 



i ' . r/^=r^^>iz6rfj)i Google 




LONDON : 
MARCHANTy PBINTERy IXGRAlf-COURTy FSMCHURCU-STRBET. 



* • • • * 



Digitized by VjOOQIC f* 
O J 



CAPITAL, 

£200,000, in 10,000 Debentures of £20 each. 
Only First Series of 5000 t^et issued, bearing Interest at £A per Cent, 



DIRECTORS. 



P. H. ABBOTT, Esq. 
CHARLES BOURJOT, Esq. 
Capt. p. D. BINGHAM, R.N. 



JOHN DAWSON, Esq. 
WILLIAM HOOD, Esq. 
ADAM MURRAY, Esq. 



JOHN SPURGIN, Esq. M.D. ^ ^ 

With power to add to their numbers. 



Secretary, -^V. D. SOUPER, Esq. 

Cashier and Accountant, — L. S. COXE, Esq. 

Superintendant.-^YOV^G ANDERSON, Esq. 



JBa«&€r*.-MESSRS. GLYN, HALIFAX, MILLS, & Co. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC *- 



I 



e^T. IXCHAt^GE 2 AUG.1901 

"'^, C&JJS* Digitized by Google 



BRIEF STATEMENT, 



ETC. ETC. 



This pamphlet is published at the desire of the Board of 
Directors, to whose management the a£Pairs of the Eastern 
Coast of Central America Commercial and Agricultural 
Company are ec»nmitted. The objects of the Directors 
being, first, to supply each Proprietor of Debentures 
with a Copy of the Grant on which those securities 
are founded, (vide App^adis A,) and, secondly, to make 
known to friends of emigration the unparalleled advantages 
which that and another Grant, since obtained, (vide Ap- 
pendix B,) hold out — whether to the speculator in this 
description of property, or to the philanthropist who 
would benefit the superabundant peculation of the United 
Kingdom, or to the industrious la:bourer who is desirous 
to seek an independence in a foreign land. 

Even as a subject for pubUc information, it is necessary 
to take the present course ; so limited is the knowledge that 

A 

I 
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such a Grant has been conceded^ or that such an open- 
ing exists for the surplus capital in money and labour of 
these populous and wealthy realms. The period which has 
elapsed, since the date of the Grant, has certainly been 
sufficient for making known to the British PubUc all that 
this publication is intended to convey. But, an unac- 
countable supineness on the part of those individuals on 
whom the Grant was originally conferred, accompanied 
by want of unanimity in their councils, not only held in 
abeyance all publicity of the opportunities they possessed, 
but at the same time palsied the hopes of the Proprietary, 
by permitting an abundant harvest to remain by them un- 
gathered, whilst other persons, the merchants of Belise, 
in no way entitled thereto, appropriated it to their per- 
sonal aggrandizement. 

In the three years thus wasted, prpperty, in mahogany 
timber alone, to the value of one million five hundred 
thousand pounds in the British market, has been surrep- 
titiously taken from the Company's territory by the mer- 
chants of Belise ; who, having exhausted the timber indi- 
genous of the tract, called Honduras, have made and still 
are making incursions into the neighbouring lands, the 
property of the Company, to supply their wants. The 
circumstance here asserted is as notorious to all persons 
connected with the mahogany trade, both in London and 
Liverpool, as any fact can be. The time, however, has 
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arrived when a check will be put upon these proceedings. 
Not that this Company is desirous to establish a monopoly; 
on the contrary, the Directors are willing to fecilitate the 
operations of the Belise merchants ; but, upon such coa- 
ditions as shall be sufficiently advantageous to that body 
without being at the sacrifice of all the rights, political 
and pecuniary, of this Company; or, in other words, 
(those of the treaty between Great Britain and Spain in 
1786,) the Company will " make no difficulty to furnish a 
^' supply at a reasonable price." 

The British Public are equally ignorant of another fact, 
that, while the merchants of Honduras are known to make 
very considerable imports of tropical produce into this 
country, such as Indigo, Cocoa, Cochineal, Sarsaparilla, 
and Dye Woods, not an ounce of those articles are the 
products of the limited territory over which the British 
flag flies : they are the produce of Central America, at- 
tracted to Honduras in exchange for considerably more 
than a million annually of British manu&ctured goods 
sent out to Belise for the supply of the contiguous portions 
of the American Continent In the statistical tables of 
the Board of Trade neither these exports nor imports ap- 
pear, the whole being included under British Plantation 
(West India) Account by the Customs ; and it is presumed 
they are so, in consequence of the peculiar tenure under 
which this country obtained a footing in Honduras. 

a2 
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Without going to remote history^ whidi seldom is to be 
relied on for perfect accuracy, to ascertain how, when, or 
where the British first became settlers in the Bay of Hon- 
duras, let it suffice to commence with the year 1783, and 
to see what was their position at that period. Upon the 
termination of the American War, a treaty of peace be- 
tween Great Britain and Spain was signed at Versailles 
cm the 3d September in that year* The 6th Article of 
that treaty, as translated by Hertslet, (vol. ii. p. 237,) 
runs thus: — 

*' The intention of the two high contracting parties 
'^ being to prevent, as much as possible, all causes of 
'^ complaint and misunderstanding heretofore ooca- 
'* sioned by the cutting of wood for dyeing, or Ic^- 
*^ wood; and several English settlements having been 
" formed, uvider that pretence^ upon the Spanish 
^* Continent, it is expressly agreed, that His Britan- 
'' nic Majesty's subjects shall have the right of cut- 
" ting, loading, and carrying away logwood, in the 
** district lying between the Rivers Wallis or Belise 
'^ and Rio Hondo, taking the course of the said two 
** rivers for unalterable boundaries, so as that," &c. 
The Article goes on to define the boundaries, and thea 
proceeds to agree that — 

" The respective Commissioners shall fix upon con- 
" venient places in the territory above marked out^ 
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** ia order that His Britanoic Majesty's subjects, em- 
^' ployed in the felling of logwood^ may, without in- 
*^ t&mxfiikm, build thereon houses and magazines 
*^ necessary Gxc themseWes, their famihes, and their 
^' effects ; and His Catholic Majesty assures to them 
^ the enjoyment of all that is expressed in the present 
'^ article; provided that thue stiptilations shall not 
'^ be considered as deroga^iag in any wise from His 
'* rights of sovereiffTity/' &c. 
The words in italics show the restrictive peculiarity of 
the British tenure, and fully account for <the qualified de- 
signation of the representative of the Crown of Oreat 
Britain at Hondigras, not being Governor, l>ut Superin- 
tendent. 

From a subsequent treaty, namely, the Convention of 
14th of July, 1786, between Great Britain and Spain, 
(Hertslet, vol. ii. p. 247,) the following questions are 
made: — 

Article 2. — ** The Catholic King, to prove, on his 
*' side to the King of .Great Britain, the sincerity of 
" his sentiments of friendship towards His Majesty 
'* and the British nation, will grant to the English 
" more extensive limits than those specified in the 
" last treaty of peace (1783), and the said limits of 
** the lands added by the present Convention shall in 
** fiittnre be understood in the manner following: — 
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** The English line, beginning from the sea, shall 
** take the centre of the River Sibun or Javon, and 
'^ ascend up to the source of the said river ; fix>m 
** thence it shall cross in a straight line the interme- 
" diate land, till it intersects the River Wallis ; and 
^* by the centre of the said river the line shall de- 
" scend to the point where it will meet the line 
" already settled and marked out by the Commis- 
" saries of the two Crowns in 1783 ; which limit, 
'' following the continuation of the said line, shall 
" be observed as formerly stipulated by the definitive 
« treaty/' 

Article 3. — " Although no other advantages have 
*• hitherto been in question, except that of cutting 
" wood for dyeing, yet his Catholic Majesty, as a 
" greater proof of his disposition to oblige the 
" King of Great Britain, will grant to the English 
•* the liberty of cutting all other wood, without 
" even excepting mahogany, as well as gathering all 
" the fruits or produce of the earth, purely natural 
" and uncultivated, which may, besides being carried 
" away in their natural state, become an object of 
" utility or commerce, whether for food or for manu- 
•* factures ; but it is expressly agreed, that this sti- 
" pulation is never to be used as a pretext for esta" 
*^ blishing in that country any plantation of sugar. 
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•' coffee, cocoa J or other like articles; or any fabric 
" or manufacture by means of milk or other machines 
^* whatsoever, since all lands in question being indis- 
'* putably acknowledged to belong of right to the 
" Crown of Spain, no settlements of that kind or 
'' the population which would follow can be allowed. 
** The English shall be allowed to transport and 
" convey all such wood and other produce of the 
" place, in its natural and uncultivated state, down 
" the rivers to the sea, but without ever going 
** beyond the limits which are prescribed to them by 
'* the stipulations above granted, and without thereby 
" taking an opportunity of ascending the said rivers 
" beyond their bounds, into the countries belonging to 
'' Spain:* 
Upon what plea, then, the British Government seeks to 

extend the limits of Belise beyond the Javon coastwise, or 

into the interior, remains to be discovered. 

The 7th Article of the same treaty again provides for 
the " entire preservation of the rights of the Spanish 
'* sovereignty over the country in which is granted to 
'* the English only the privilege of making use of the 
** wood of various kinds ;" — and it goes on to stipu- 
late that the English " shall not meditate any more 
" extensive settlements'' that the one defined. 
Article 8.~" As it is generally allowed that the 
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** woods and forests are preserved, and ^ven multi- 
'' ply, by regular and methodical cuttings, the Eng- 
'' lish shall observe this maxim, as fiur as possible ; 
** but if, notwithstanding all their precautions, it 
'' should happoi that in course of time they were in 
^ want of dye-woods, or mahogany, with which the 
*^ Spanish possessions might be provided, the Spanish 
** (Government shsdl make no difficulty to furnish a 
'' supply to the English, at a fair and reasonable 
** price.'* 
Nevertheless, tiie Government of Great Britain desires 
lo extend the settlement of Belise from its southern boun- 
dary as defined by the treaties^ from the River Javon to 
4he north bank of the River Sarstoon. It is, therefore, 
natural to inquire whether there exists any Treaty with 
Spain subsequent to that of 1786, and anterior to the 
emancipation of Central America from the dominion of 
the Mother Country in 1821, or with the Republic of 
Central America since that date, by which this question 
is alSscted, or whereby additional limits have been accorded 
to the British suffrance ground. The inquiry made can 
only be answered in the neg-ative. 

But, whether the British Government be right or wrong 
in its extended occupation, the annexed correspondence 
vrill show that it has frankly acknowledged how far it 
desires to stretch its dominion, and where it is willing to 
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bound its advances. And h&re the present Directors of 
the Central America Company are free to acknowledge 
tiie obligaticwas of the Proprietors to one of their original 
Directors, Mr. Barrett, who entered upon the corres- 
pondence (vide Appendix C) with the British Govern- 
ment, which terminated through the instrumentaUty of 
certain members of the present Board in the letter of 
Lord Glenelg of the 14th Dec. 1836. By that letter it 
i^pears, that, the River Sarstoon is the assumed British 
limit to the southward, and that the rights of the Com- 
pany's grant beyond that line are not questioned. 

The foregoing extracts from the Treaties, and the Cor- 
respondence vnth the Secretaries of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and the Colonies, which latter will be seen in 
Appendix C,are here introduced and referred to, solely for 
the purposes of setting at rest all doubt as to the vaUdity 
o£ the Grant made to this Company by Central America, 
and, as one means of proving the serious allegation 
already advanced, that the whole of the mahogany now 
brought from Honduras is pilfered from the territory of 
this Company* For, Her Majesty's Government can, on 
no other plea or pretence, set up a right to the lands 
between the Javon and Sarstoon, in face of the Treaties of 
1783 and 1786, and the acknowledged independence of 
the Spanish American Republics by Mr. Canning in 1826, 
but that British subjects have been in the habit for years 
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past of cutting mahogany off that district. Now, there 
being no proprietors of land in the British district, which 
is free to the axe of every wood-cutter, it is not to be 
believed, that, the merchants of Belise would send their 
mahogany gangs into more remote forests, if a supply 
could have been obtained on their legitimate settlement, or 
on their assumed settlement between the rivers Javon and 
Sarstoon. The fact, in truth, being, that the whole of 
the lands, including that which has just been remarked 
upon, to which Great Britain has any claim whatsoever, 
are cleared of mahogany for a great distance from the sea, 
and the mode of clearing has been such that, immature 
mahogany has been levelled to facilitate the felling of the 
more valuable timber ; and now there is neither present 
supply nor prospect for the future, but the whole are one 
wide waste.* 

And this is a most material fact to keep in view, as 
proving, that this Company is in possession of the exclu- 
sive source of supply of a very principal article of trade, 
and one becoming daily of more importance ; for, the uses 
to which this wood is peculiarly appropriate are developing 
themselves in a converse ratio to the decrease of its sup- 



* Vide Appendix F, a Memorial from the Inhabitants of Belize to 
Her Majesty's Colonial Secretary, dated March 7, 1839, received whilst 
this pamphlet was in the press. 
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ply. In ship-building and in machinery, it is now used 
where oak and other hard woods, possessing an aqueous 
sap, were till lately appUed ; and, in innumerable articles 
of the household furniture of the humbler classes of so- 
ciety, it now has place, where wainscot and deal were 
formerly employed. 

The Company's territory also abounds with Santa Maria 
or Galba Wood. This is most valuable as ship-timber, 
and for many purposes of naval architecture superior to 
any other species. Dye-woods also are as abundant in 
Vera Paz as formerly they were at Belise. 

However valuable these grants, from the foregoing ob- 
servations, may appear, the mahogany and timber-trade 
forms but a comparatively small portion of the advantages 
possessed by this Company. Fifteen milUons of acres 
of virgin soil (when altogether cleared of their indigenous 
timber) are a kingdom in extent. The area is half the 
size of England, nearly three times that of Wales, within 
a sixteenth as large as Scotland, and three-fourths as ex- 
tensive as Ireland. Of these fifteen millions of acres one 
milUon are in fee (vide Appendix B) ; they are as uncon- 
ditionally and indisputably the property of the Company 
as any private estate in this country is that of its landlord : 
consequently the Company have the power of immediate 
sale over it. Now, if the value be computed at but one 
dollar per acre, here is a property worth at the present 
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moment £200,000. But when it is considered that diis 
last-mentioned tract contains within its precincts, the only 
Port, in the Bay of Honduras, San Tomas, wfa^e vessels 
of any burthen can enter and ride in security, «o such 
inferior estimate as £200,000 can be entertained as the 
real, or even market, value of this fifteenth portion of the 
Company's land. 

The Port of San Thomas is a natural harbour, and, as 
above stated, the only one in the whole Bay; for, all the 
other ports are mouths of rivers, each presenting the ob- 
stacle of a sand-bar to vessels drawing more than six feet 
water. San Tomas is contiguous to and between the en- 
trance to the Gulf Dulce and the River Montagua. T^ 
Dulce leads to the Rivers Polichic and Cajabon, and they 
ramify through an extensive district of the Company's 
territory. The Montagua, above its bar, is within a short 
distance of San Tomas, and is navigable for more than 
half the distance across the isthmus which separates the 
Atlantic and Pacific. An inspection of the map, prefixed, 
will convey a strong impression of the commanding situa- 
tion of San Tomas for commerce; for the commerce 
already in active operation, but, capable of extension in its 
present channels, and by ramification into others, beyond 
the ken of man to foresee.* Central America itself, fertile 

* G. A. ThompsoD, an envoy of the British Government, remarks, in 
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beyond description, with a rapidly increasing population, 
freed from the yoke of Spain, tolerant of all religions per- 
suasions, the centre or ccmnecting link of tfae two hemi^ 
spheres^ the point d'appui for the merchandise of the eastern 
and western worlds, with an existing population of nearer 
three than two millicHis, holds out to the possessors of San 
Tomas a S|dendid prospect for their mercantile under- 
tiiings. But what a field for enterprise and commerce is 
opened by extending the view to the western shores of 
Mexico and Columbia, to Peru and Chili ! How much 
more expeditious, how less expensive the tranat through 
Vera Paz and Guatemala, by way of San Tomas, than 
by the passage round the Horn. San Tomas is of all 
places the most desirably situated for an entrepot of British 
goods, whither the traders from all parts, even the extreme 
ends of the western shores of America, might resort, to 
select what each requires for his peculiar market. From 
Vancouver's Island to Chiloe, comprising ninety degrees 
of coast, every spot would be benefited by the capabilities 
of San Tomas and the immediate inland avenues to it 

Imb wirk OB Guatemala, '' the Bar at the entrance of tfae Golfo Dulce 
" 18 the chief cause why Belise is valuable as an entrepot. It is by this 
•* mediam, that goods being reshipped are passed to and from Guatemala 
<' in yessels calculated for the purpose, and which must not draw more 
** than 7 or 8 feet water." — But Mr. Thompson does not appear to hare 
Tisited San Tomas at all, which in every respect is superior to Belise. 
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being made available for the spread of British commerce. 
At present it costs nearly £40 to transmit a ton of mer- 
chandise from Belise to Guatemala. Yet Belise is the 
channel through which three miUions of GuatemaUans 
draw their imports from Great Britain.* 

One more fact will suffice to convey that general impres- 
«on, which is desired, of the commercial advantages open 
to this Company. Mr. Skinner^ a British merchant resi- 
dent in Guatemala^ told a gentleman connected at the 
time with this Company, that, for every dollar paid to the 
natives in purchase of cocoa, indigo^ or otfier produce, two 
will be the net result when sold in the British market. 

The total value of the import and export trade of 
Central America for the year 1826, as estimated by Mr. 
Thompson, was £3,304,000. Should trade have increased 
in any thing like an equal ratio with population (which in 



* '' In this colony alone (speaking of Belise) a settlement which may 
*' one day become a most valuable entrepot for all the more immediate 
^' points of the Spanish main, there is capital little less than a million 
*' sterling employed at the present day. It is to this colony that the 
*^ Guatemalian merchants come to make their purchases; and owing to 
*' the facilities thus offered by its situation, as well as on account of the 
*' duties of importation being so much lower than they are at Mexico, 
<< being in the proportion of about 16 to 70 per cent., it follows neces- 
'' sarily that Guatemala is much better supplied with British goods than 
'* is Mexico/' — ^Thompson's Guatemala. 
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Guatemala has doubled itself in sixteen years) the value 
of the imports and exports must now fer exceed £5,000,000 
annually. And be it remembered that^ in 1825 the 
Republic had but just emerged from its war of indepen- 
dence and could not have recovered the effects of civil 
conflict. 

It is also to be observed, that, whilst Mr. Thompson 
values the trade of Central America at £3,304,000, he 
separately estimates the trade of Belise at £4,695,000. 
Allowing for some considerable repetition of the identical 
articled of merchandize in both estimates, Belise being 
now the store-house of Central America, still, the two 
serve to bear out the conclusion arrived at above, that, 
from five to six millions sterling is the probable value of 
the existing trade of Central America. 

Neither is this vast consumption of British merchandise 
at all surprising, when the population of Central America 
is taken into consideration. The inhabitants of Guatemala 
were computed in 1826 at two millions, and the then 
population of the Province of Vera Paz at 630,000. The 
population is supposed to increase at the rate of five per 
cent, consequently the present population cannot be any 
less than three millions. Mr. Thompson speaking of the 
births and deaths in the City of Guatemala in 1823, gives 
a tabular statement, the births being 1551, and the deaths 
but 729, to which statement the following note is ap- 
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pended : — '' This great excess of births over deaths may in 
<< Qome measure be explained by the exceUence of the 
^' foody the benignity of the clknate, and perhaps the mo- 
'^ raUty of the people as compared with the population of 
'' most other large captals." 

Central America is relatively the most populous of all 
the South American States. It has 1 19 inhabitants to a 
square mile, whereas Peru, the next in respect of popula- 
tion, has 115, Mexico 89, and Ckxlumbia but 39, to the 
same superficies. 

There is much wealih also in Central America ; thirty- 
fire fiunilies in New Guatemala are known to possess 
amongst them £1,630,000— averaging £40,000 to each of 
those families. Many of even the Indian churches exceed 
in the splendour of their plate and silver ornaments the 
richest Cathdiic temples of Mexico. 

For advants^es of colonization Vera Paz offers all thai 
can be involved in the fitct of its being tfW9-ihird| the dis- 
tance of Australia from the mother country, and, as con* 
trasted with the Canadas, the proximity of Vera Paz to 
the sea renders it a far more desirable spot for the initiatory 
labours of the emigrant. 

With respect to the purchase of tracts of land in the 
vicinity of San Tomas and elsewhere within the Company's 
possessions, the Directors would call the attention of capi- 
talists to the opportunity now afforded them of obtaining 
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large domains even of the most fertile land in the world 
at a very low cost, which descending to their posterity 
may increase in value to an extent far beyond what has 
been witnessed in our own day in the instances of the 
newly acquired territories of Australia and Van Dieman's 
Land. And, the Directors cannot close this portion of the 
statement without expressing their willingness to afford 
every information the reader may require, on the subject of 
land which he may be desirous to purchase firom the 
Company. 

Having briefly touched upon the Company's grants,* 
on the correspondence relating to those grants,t on the 
extent and value of the territory belonging to the Com* 
pany,:}^ on the paramount importance of the port of San 
Tomas, on the magnitude of the trade and population of 
Central America, enough appears to have been said to en- 
courage the speculator and the merchant to take a lively 
interest in the success of this Company. To the emigrant 
will be more particularly addressed what follows. 

The first inquiries of a settler relate to climate, soil, and 
products. The Appendix, under the letter D, contains a 
small tract, entitled " Information for Emigrants," con- 



* See A and B in Appendix. 

t Full copies are given in Appendix C. 

t Vide maps of Vera Paz and San Tomas* 

B 
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yeying the best information on these points. The tract 
pretends not to give much original information, and is con- 
fessedly a compilation from the best authors, foreign as 
well as English, and therefore the more to be relied on. 
In corroboration of the statements put forth in this Uttle 
treatise, the testimony of the Company's late and present 
superintendents, Mr. Fletcher and Mr. Young Anderson, 
may be added. The first-mentioned gentleman, after he 
had quitted the employ of the Company, had returned to 
this country and relinquished all connexion with the un- 
dertaking, made a report, dated 18th October, 1838, from 
which the following words are taken. ** As to the climate, 
*' the experience of three years has fully justified my 
*' original opinion of its salubriousness. In this opi- 
" nion I am borne out by the testimony of Mr. Young 
** Anderson, who, having resided many years in the 
** West Indies," (in about the same latitude,) " could 
'* not refiain from expressing surprise at the very 
" healthy appearance of the British settlers that re^ 
*' mained with me, remarking that they looked as 
^* well as if they had been living in England.*' Again 
— '• I am decided in my opinion that there is nothing 
" in the climate of Vera Paz to prevent the flourish- 
'• ing of a colony at New Liverpool, even if it be 
" chiefly composed of British subjects." And Mr. 
Young Anderson, in a letter, dated 27th July, 1838, from 
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Guatemala^ writes thus to the Board. ** From the oppor* 
" tunities I have had of judging for myself as to the 
^' advantages to be reaped in this country, I have 
*' made up my mind to settle in it, either on my own 
*' account or on that of the Company, should it please 
" the Board so to employ me." Now, although Mr. 
Young Anderson does not in his letter expressly mention 
the climate, except by saying that it is very similar to that 
of the Canaiy Islands, he surely would not have passed 
it over in silence had it been objectionable ; much less is 
it to be supposed that a gentleman of his knowledge and 
experience would, for the sake of the opportunities of profit • 
which Vera Paz presents, be willing to domicile himself in 
any other than a healthy climate. Such a solitary proof 
is worth a volume of dissertation. Settlers, however, 
must be guarded from being prejudiced against Vera Paz 
by reports, though perfectly true, of the insalubrity of 
Honduras. Honduras and Vera Paz are as different in 
climate as distinct in name. There are fens in Lincoln- 
shire and marshes in Essex, but the prevalent fevers of 
those districts do not extend to other parts of this heathful 
island. The town of Belise is built upon piles driven into 
the sand of a low sea-shore ; but in Vera Paz the settler 
may select his climate; he may ascend to an altitude 
where wheat will flourish and sheep find pasture, or he 
may pirefer to cultivate the quicker growing exotics and 

b2 
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live in a proportionally wanner temperature. Requesting 
the reader's reference and attention to the tract in the 
Appendix marked D, '^ Information for Emigrants^'' we 
proceed to notice the government under which the settlers 
will Uve. 



1. The €h>yemment of the colony to be municipal. 

2. Slavery is prohibited. 

3. The persons and property of the colonists 
guaranteed in their liberty and security by the 
Supreme Gtovemment. 

4. Trial by Jury is conferred by the Charter. 

6. The Charter or Grants as well as the Consti* 
tution of the Republic of Central America secures 
full and complete toleration to persons of every 
variety of religious persuasion. 

6. The colonists are exempted from military service, 
except such as the Company may establish for self- 
defence and internal police. 

7. The colonists are exempted from taxes, except 
such as by their municipal councils they may impose 
on themselves. 

8. Exemption from all duties of import and export 
is accorded to the settlers, except such duties as 
the well-being of the colony may call for, and even 
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those will be expended for the benefit of the colony 
itself. 

Such are simply the regulations for governing pre- 
scribed by the Charter. Bat crimes against the state or 
against society are punishable by the Constitution of the 
Republic. 

It will be as much the care, as it is the duty, of the 
Directors and the authorities who may represent them in 
the colony, to protect the liberties and promote the success 
of all individuals emigrating to these Grants. 

The Company, having the exclusive right of navigating 
the rivers by steam- vessels, intend to avail themselves fully 
of the privilege ; and already a Company's steamer is 
plying between the Gulf Dulce and Belise. When the 
projected vessels are in activity on the Monti^a and the 
Pofichic, the rapid rise of the colony and mercantile 
intercourse with the shores of the Pacific cannot fail 
immediately to ensue. 

The first settlement of the Company has been made on 
a Uock of land containing about fourteen thousand acres, 
<m the south bank of the Cajabon River, not fkr from 
its confluence with the PoUchic. This town is called 
" New Liverpool.*' Another settlement will naturally be 
established at San Tomas ; and a third will be laid out at 
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Boca Nueva^ in the immediate neighbourhood of which 
has been discovered a beautiful and extensive valley of 
undulating land, bounded in the distance by the moun- 
tains of Cajabon. There is no doubt that the temperature 
of this district will prove altogether congenial to fiuropean 
constitutions. Boca Nueva possesses great advantages as 
a Commercial and Agricultural settlement ; its salubrity, 
its abundant stream of fine water, and its vicinity to a 
public road are additional recommendations. Such are 
nearly the words in which Mr. Young Anderson describes 
this location. 

With respect to the present inhabitants of Vera Paz, it 

would be difficult to remark upon them more concisely 

and fiaithfully than by quoting the words of Mr. Fletcher, 

in his Report of the 18th October last: — "The abori- 

" gines are civilized in a great measure; they are 

" Christians ; they are not like the natives of New 

" Holland, or New Zealand, or even of South 

" America. They are not unsociable, and although 

" somewhat indolent, are not badly disposed. They 

*' have many towns and villages, and two, containing 

" a population of from five thousand to six thousand, 

" are within two days' journey of New Liverpool. 

'^ From these I was supplied with labourers, and I 

^^ must do them the justice to say that they were 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



23 

" both peaceable and tractable. Here then^'' Mr. 
Fletcher adds, '^ are both labourers for your fields 
" and customers for yonr stores." 

This latter fact cannot be too prominently put forward to 
the notice of Emigrants possessed of capital ; for, in every 
other infant community, either the impossibility of obtaining 
labourers, or, what^ is equivalent to the entire absence of 
them, the extravagant price at which their services have 
been procured, has greatly in all cases, and entirely in 
others, impeded the success of the capitalist. 

It is the intention of the Directors to appoint a medical 
man to each of the three establishments. 

In the Appendix, under the letter E, will be found the 
Board's Address to Emigrants, and the conditions which 
they will be required to enter into with the Company. 
These conditions will be modified according to circum- 
stances, but in no great degiee departed from. 



The Board avails itself of this opportimity to say a few 
words on the subject of the interest at 4 per cent, per 
annum, payable half-yearly, on the debentures of the 
Company. The propriety of that measure was questioned 
and objected to, in the first instance, by certain of the 
present Directors, on the ground that interest ought only 
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to be paid out of profits ; or, in other words, ibBi, until 
there is a clear and available surplus of receipts over 
payments and liabilities, no interest or dividend ought to 
be declared. And, the Directors alluded to held to their 
objective opinion, notwithstanding they were informed by 
a merchant of high respectability, intimately connected 
with the trade of Belise and Guatemala, that, if the 
objects of this Company were conducted with spirit, and 
its capabifities availed of with energy, each share or deben- 
ture of £20 would be worth £200. , Many rail-road and land 
companies, and other puUic undertakings were instanced 
as adopting the course of paying dividends out of capital. 
But, the objection of the Directors was supported by this 
argument, that, although when those undertakings should 
come into full operation profits must ensue, yet, as, it was 
remotely possible, they might never be finished, conse- 
quently might never come into operation, so there must be 
a fallacy in paying dividends out of calls. Such objections, 
so weighty and unanswerable at the moment, when the whole 
tenure of the Company in the Vera Paz Grant rested on 
the condition of a large outlay of money, no longer have 
any force ; for, the recent acquisition of the port of San 
Tomas and the adjacent million of acres in fee, is positive 
property, vendible at pleasure, and upon which it is not 
necessary to expend capital in order to warrant its sale. 
It is now actual profit to the extent of its value, (say 
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£200,000 as a minimum price,) appertaining to the deben- 
ture holders in proportion to their interest in those secu- 
rities, and may be said to be equivalent to £42 for each 
debenture. The Board, therefore, has come to the con- 
yiction, that, it is not necessary to avail itself of the hints 
thrown out by some of the largest Proprietors, that they 
would readily forego their interest money until the Com- 
pany shall be in the situation to pay it out of realized 
profit. It must be admitted, too, that in an undertaking 
of this extensive character, the public would be much 
more disposed to advance the funds needfiil for its deve- 
lopement, if satisfied that interest on such advances at 
4 per cent, would be paid with punctuaUty. Under all 
these considerations, the Directors think it right to make 
known their present intentions, to include the payment of 
the arrears of interest and provide for its future punctual 
discharge in the financial arrangements now engaging 
their constant attention. 
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CARTA 
DEL TERRITORIO DE 

VERA PAZ, 

CONCEDIDA POR EL 

GOBIERNO DE GUATEMALA 

▲ L08 

DIRECTORES 

DE LA 

compaSia comercial y agriculturale 

DE LA 

COSTA DEL ESTE DE CENTRO AMERICA. 

1834. 



EL Dr. Mariano Galvez, 
Gefe del Estado de Guatemala^ 

For cuantOy con fecha seis del presente Agosto, despues 
de un convenio firmado per el Capitan Gould tube a bien 
decreter lo siguiente. 

El Gefe del Estado de Guatemala en la Federacion de 
Centro America despues de baber visto las proposiciones 
que le present6 el Sefior Thomas Gould, Capitan del 
Ejercito de S. M. B. y uno de los Directores de la Corn- 
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CHARTER 
OF THE TEERITORY OF 

VERA PAZ, 

OBAHTED BT THE 

GOVERNMENT OF GUATEMALA 

TO THE 

DIRECTORS 

OP THE 

EASTERN COAST OF CENTRAL AMERICA 
COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL COMPANY. 

1834. 



WHEREAS, Dr. Mariano Galvez, 

Chief of the State of Guatemala, 

On the sixth of this present August, in pursuance of a 
convention agreed to by Captain Thomas Gould, has 
judged fit to decree, as follows : — 

The Chief of the State of Guatemala in the Federation 
of Central America after having seen the proposals pre- 
sented to him by Thomas Gould, Esquire, a Captain in 
the service of His Britannic Majesty and one of the Direc* 
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pania de la Costa del Este (}e Centro America, en concepto 
de ajente de dicha Compania y nombrado por los Direc- 
tores de ella, para que entrase en un tratado de Coloniza- 
cion con el Gk)biemo Federal, facultado para este objeto 
con poderes amplios para que ratifique y apruebe los 
terminos y condiciones de cualquier tratado que forme por 
una cesion de tierras para el objeto indicado con el 
Gobiemo de este Estado, y que las tierras cedidas se les 
asignen y traspasen con perpetuidad a los Directores 
encargados de la Compania para el uso y utilidad de esta. 
Teniendo en consideracion el respetable informe del Senor 
Marcial Bennett sobre la gran consideracion que tienen los 
cinco individuos que hasta ahora, dirijen la expresada 
Compania y mando del poder que sobre colonizacion le 
compete por el decreto del Congreso Federal de veinte 
y dos de Enero de mil ochocientos veinte y cuatro del que 
especialmente le ha dado el Cuerpo Legislativo de este 
Estado en decreto (le veinte y nueve de Abril de este ano, 
y en virtud de la constante exclusiva disposicion que ban 
tenido y tienen los Gobiernos de los Estados de todos los 
terrenos valdios en ellos existentes ha venido en acepta las 
proposiciones presentadas por el Capitan Thomas Gould 
como bases para formar un convenio ; y en virtud de las 
facultades que le competen el mismo Gobiemo despues de 
haber nombrado k los Ciudadanos, Juan Manuel Ro- 
driguez, Intendente-General de la Federacion y Carlos 
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tors of the Eastern Coast of Central America Company^ 
acting as Agent for the said Company and appointed by 
the Directors thereof to enter into a treaty of Colonization 
with the Federal Goyemment^ and for that purpose in- 
vested with full powers to ratify and approve the terms 
and conditions of any such treaty as may be arranged for 
a cession of Lands for that object with the Government of 
this State ; so that the Lands ceded may be assigned and 
made over in perpetuity to the acting Directors of the 
Company for the use and benefit thereof : Taking into 
consideration the favourable report of Marshall Bennett^ 
Esquire, as to the great respectability of the five indi- 
idduals who, at present, manage the said Company; and 
in the exercise of the powers, with reference to Colonization, 
with which he is invested by the decree of the Federal 
Congress of the 22d of January, 1824, confirmed to him 
by the Legislative Body of this State by their decree of 
the 29th of April of this year and in virtue of the inherent 
exclusive right of appropriation which the Governments of 
the States have held, and do hold, of all the unoccupied 
lands existing in them. He has taken into favourable 
consideration the proposals, presented by Captain Thomas 
Gould, as a basis upon which to form a convention ; and 
in virtue of the powers which appertain to it, this Govern- 
menty having nominated the Citizens, Juan Manuel 
Rodriguez, Intendant-General of the Federation, and 
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Antonio Meany de este oomercio^ como comisbnadoB, oon 
el objeto de trata con el comisionado expresado para que 
formasen un convenio sobre colonizar todo el departamento 
de Vera Paz, ha tenido lugar bajo las condiciones 
siguienteBy sujetas a la aprobacion de la AsambUa 
Legislatiya. 

P* Le asigna y trespasa a k» Directores de la Com- 
pania de la Costa del Este de Centro America el derecfao 
absoluto de posecion y de todas las tierras valdias y el i»o 
libre de los montes, boSques, rios^ quebrados, lagunas i 
cualqueira otra corriente de agua en el departamento de 
Vera Paz (con el expreso fin de establecer colonias. £a 
este concepto y con este objeto desde ahora quedan lo6 
mismoB valdios cedidos y traspasados en todo prqnedad 
perpetuamente a los antedichos Directores encargados de 
la Compania los Senores Jeremiah Barrett^ Robert Sears, 
W. Crozier, Daniel Mocatta, y Thomas Gould, o otras que 
scan en adelante nombrados por la Compania para que 
puedan en nombre de la misma venderlos y enajenarios k 
particulares 6 companias como propiedad con el mencio^ 
nado objeto de colonizar los. La extension del departa^ 
mento es la que representa el mapa 6 carta levantada por 
disposicion del Grobiemo y segun el mismo mapa los limites 
del departamento de Vera Paz son los sigmentes. Lo 
demarcan por el sur Este la linea que divide el departa- 
mento de Chiquimula y da principio sobre el no Montagua 
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Carios Antonio Meany, Merchant of this place^ Com- 
missioners for the purpose of treating with the aforesaid 
Commissioner in order that they might frame a convention 
to colonize the whole department of Vera Paz« has 
granted under the following conditions^ and subject to the 
approval of the Legislative Assembly : 

1st. That there be assigned and transferred to the | 
Directors of the Eastern Coast of Central America Com- / 
pany the absolute right of possession of all the unoccupied ( 
lands, as also the free use of the mountains^ woods, rivers, I 
ravines, lakes, and every other piece of water in the de* / 
partment of Vera Paz, for the purposes of colonizations 
With this view, and for this object, henceforth all the said \ 
unoccupied lands are ceded and transferred in full pro- I 
perty, perpetually, to the aforesaid authorized Directors of ' 
the Company, Messrs. Jeremiah Barrett, Robert Sears, 
W. Crozier, Daniel Mocatta, and Thomas Gould, or such 
other persons as may hereafter be appointed Directors by 
the Company, in order that they may, in the name of tlie 
same, sell and dispose of such lands to individuals or 
companies, as property, for the purpose of colonizing them. 
The extent of the department is that represented by the 
map or chart drawn by the order of the Government, and 
according to the said map the limits of the department of 
Vera Paz axe as follows :— It is marked on the south-east 
by the line which separates the department of Chiquimula 
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a loB 92^ SO' long, occid. de Paris hasta umrae coa el 
puerto del Refbgio en el lago de Izabal. S^mr la costa 
de este por la parte del sur y maijenes acia el mtsmo 
rumbo del no tambien de Izabal que desemboca en kt 
bahia de Honduras: toda su costa desde el propio no 
hasta unirse y continuar por la limea que demarca el terri^ 
torio de BeKze eoncedtdo para el corte de maderas por los 
tratados de setecientos ochenta y tres y setecienlos ochenta 
y seis renovados en el de ochocientos catorce. Al noite 
de Vera Paz, el lindero de que se estiende hasta tocar en 
territorio de la RepubUca Mejicana por el lado de Yucatan. 
Al oest sucede lo mismo hasta Uegar a los 94^ de long. 
1*^ 52' lat. norte que es donde aquel lindero toca en el rio 
Yarchilan; de este sigue la linea de demarcacion que se 
une con el rio de la Passion a los 17^ 3(y lat. norte. El 
mismo no buscando su nacimiento acia el sur formar el 
lindero del departamento por el oest ooncluyendo por la 
linea que lo demarca tirada entre este rio y el de Montagua 
a los 15^ 5' lat. norte conocido por esta parte con el nom- 
bre de Rio Grande. Al formar desde este punto el ultimo 
lindero al sur del departamento de Vera Paz y al norte el 
de Guatemala comprendido entre loe grados 92^ y 94^ de 
long, occid. de Paris todo como apareoe en la carta parti*^ 
cular de Vera Paz del ano de mil ochocientos treinta y 
dos. 
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zfid ooiiuoapc09 trofa the riyer Montagua at 92'' 30 long. 
wiBfA of P^j until it join^ the pojrt of Refugio on the lake 
<^ Yzabal ; it follows the margin of the latter^ on the 
soi^tbem Bvipf unto the same degree on the bank of the 
javeir alw called Yzabal, which fiills into the Bay of Hon- 
duras ; it follows the line ot coast from the said river until 
it jo^l^ mod continuep by the line which marks the territory 
of Belize, granted for the cutti^ of timber by the treaties 
i^seyentee^ hundred and ^Ijity-thri^ ^d seventeen hun- 
dred and eighty-six, renewed by tl^it of eighteen hundred 
and fpprtesen. Tp the north of Vejra Paz the boundary 
e;irtends u[ntU it tpuches ihp territory of the Mexican Re- 
public^ on the side of Yucatan. On the west it extends 
until it r€i9ches'94° wiest lonjgitude, 17° 62' north latitude, 
where this limit meets the river Yarchilan ; from this it 
foIlo>y9 |hje li^ of dem9i:cati<^ which unites it with the 
^yer iLa Passion i^ 17° 30^ nprth latiti^. The said river, 
fracin^ it from it$ soi^:ce ^oi^thwards^ forms the limit of 
fke dep^i^ment pn the west, tennii^ating by the line which 
4efine9 it between thi^ riyer and that of Montagua at 
16° & north jiatitude (known in that part by the name of 
jftio Qr)p^de)« It forms from this point the last boundary, 
IKHiithw^s, of the department of Vera Paz, and north- 
irasd, that of Guatemala, comprehended between the 92° 
and 94° of longitude west of Paris, all which appears by 
the aforesaid map of Vera Paz of the year eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-two. c 2 
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' V* La cesion de los terrenos que se expresan en el arti- 
culo anterior con respeto a sos excepciones debersL enten- 
derse. 

P' Que las tierras de la propiedad de los pueblos parti- 
culares 6 corporaeiones existentes en el departamento no 
solo se respetaran por le propiedad particular de sus re- 
spectivos habitantes sino que a las immediaciones de los 
pueblos se les dejara sin ocuparse dos leguas en todas 
direcciones para que en caso de aumentarse sus babitantes 
tengan donde extenderse. 

2^* Que cuando los nuevos pobladores ocupen terrenos 
en contacto con propiedad particular 6 de pueblos y comu- 
nidades se practicaran y amojonaran con citacion del 
colindante 6 colindantes para precaver desavenencias. 

3®* Que el Gobiemo teniendo actualmente proposiciones 
sobre vender los terrenos sitos it las Orillas del Lago de 
Izabel; se reserva el derecho de su enajenacion hasta ocho 
leguas de fondo en su circumferencia exceptuando de esto 
cuatro leguas cuadradas del puerto del Refugio acia Izabal; 
y mediante a que se debe abrir un camino desde dicho 
puerto hasta donde se incorpore con los que existen para 
el interior de los departamentos de Vera Paz y Chiqnimula 
si no quisiere encargarse de allanarlo la compania el 
Gobiemo podra en este caso disponer en fabor de quien lo 
contrate de una legua de terreno a cada lado de dicho 
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2d. The cession of lands expressed in the forgoing 
article is subject to the following exceptions. 

1st. The lands^ the property of communities^ indivi- 
duals, or corporations, existing in the department, shall 
not only be respected, as being the special property of 
their respective inhabitants, but in the vicinities of such 
communities there shall be left unoccupied two leagues in 
every direction, that, in case of increase, their inhabitants 
may have the means of extension. 

2d. When the new settlers shall occupy lands contigu- 
ous to individual property, or to towns or commumties, 
they shall meet and fix boundaries under a citation of the 
neighbouring occupant or occupants, in order to prevent 



3d. The Government having now before it proposals to 
sell the lands situated on the shores of the lake Yzabal, 
reserves to itself the right of disposing of the same to the 
extent of eight leagues of its circumference, excepting 
therefrom four square leagues from the port of Refugio, 
near Yzabal ; and inasmuch as a road ought to be opened 
firom the said port to where it may unite itself with those 
which exist through the interior of the departments of 
Vera Paz and Chiquimula, if the Company be unwilling 
to undertake the same, the Government^ in that case, shall 
be empowered to contract with whomsoever will under- 
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nnevo carmino sin perjncia de dmr las cnatro leguas^ 
coadradas que arriba se expresan. 

4^ Que do8 anoB depues de firmado este contralo se 
habian introducido den iamilias ; dos cientas a loe cuatro; 
J que a los diez habian j9l mil, y cuantas mas fiiere posible 
ie intiodnscan dentro del periodo de veinte ande y 8« 
numero sera ilimitado# A los veinte ands todo el terreno 
Taldioy es decir, todo aquel que quede sin ocuparce y no 
estubiere cercado con el objeto de cultivarlo volveril al 
dominio del Oobiemo pagandole al mismo por todo aquel 
que quisi^re ocupar y no estubiere cercado la contribucicHi 
dfe dos pesos por caballeria anualmente basta tanto cer- 
quen 6 cultiven aquellos terrenos. Con el objeto de que 
pasados los veinte an68, el Gobiemo se certifique de la 
parte de terreno ocupado en propriedad, y de que ad- 
quiera los demaS datos que necesita el entable de contri- 
bucione territoriales, la Compania le presentara la esta- 
disttca de la parte colonizada y ocupada. 



3^. La Gompama y los colonos gozaran y tendran segu- 
ridad de todas sus propiedades y personas basta donde 
alcance el poder del Gobierno garantizar su proteccion 
conforme a las leyes y usos del pais. 
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take it, and to ccmfer on such persons a league of land on 
each side of the said new road without prejudice to the 
grant of the four square leagues above mentioned. 

4th. Two years after the signing of this contract there 
shall be introduced one hundred families; two hundred 
within four years ; and in ten yeigrs there shall be a thou- 
sand, and as many more as may be introduced within the 
period of twenty years ; and, after that, the number i^ 
unlimited. At the expiration of twenty years all the un- 
occupied land (that is to say, all that which remains 
unpossessed, and shall not have been enclosed for the 
purpose of cultivation,) shall revert to the dominion of 
the Government, the Company paying, to the same, for 
all that it may desire to occupy, and shall not have 
enclosed, a fee of two dollars, per cavalleria, annually, 
until the said lands be enclosed or cultivated — in order 
that, at the expiration of the twenty years, the Govern- 
ment may be aware of the portion of land occupied, as 
property; and that it may obtain the other data required 
for establishing territorial contributions the Company shall 
present to it a statistical account of the portion colonized 
and occupied. 

3d. The Company and the colonists shall enjoy and have 
security of their property and persons to the fullest extent 
that the power of the Government can guarantee in con- 
formity with the laws and usages of the country. 
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4^. Por veinte an66 en todas y cada una de las nuevas 
poblaciones el Gobierao sera solo municipal, es decir qoe 
no tendran otras autoiidades politicas que los funcionarias 
elijidos por los colonos conforme a las leyes, cuales funci- 
onarias estaran sujetos al Gobiemo Supremo del Estado 
bajo cuya proteccion eficas se les declaran; y esta no 
consistira solo en alejarles toda vejacion y dano sino tam* 
bien en conserva les en la extensa libertad que las mismas 
leges otorgan a los babitantes del Estado. 



Los colonos juraran la Constitucion del Estado y se 
conductan por las leyes de 6ste. 

5^. Gozaran de completa libertad de religion sin ser 
xnolestados bajo ningun pretexto b motivo, pues que por 
la Constitucion de la Republica es libre el ejersicio publico 
de todos los cultos sancionada esta libertad pcMr este y los 
demas Estados. 

6^. Los colonos podran disponer de sus bienes con la 
misma libertad que los hijos del pais y abintestato les here- 
daran sus parientes conforme a las leyes, ya esten estos 
en la Republica 6 en cualquiera pais extranjero. 

7®. Las neuvas poblaciones conforme a lo dispuesto en 
el decreto de viente y dos de Enero de mil ochocientos 
veinte y cuatro son libres, por espacio de veinte an6s, 
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4th. During twenty years, in all and every one of the 
new settlements, the Government shall be merely muni- 
cipal, that is to say, they shall have no other political 
authorities than the functionaries elected by the colonists 
themselves, conformably with the laws, which functionaries 
shall be subject to the Supreme Government of the State, 
under whose effective protection they are declared to be ; 
and this shall consist not only in securing from all oppres- 
sion and injury, but also in preserving to them the full 
liberty which the said laws afford to all inhabitants of the 
State. 

The colonists shall pay allegiance to the Constitution of 
the State, and conduct themselves according to the laws. 

5th. They shall enjoy complete freedom of religion, 
without being molested upon any pretext or motive what- 
ever; inasmuch as by the Constitution of the Republic 
the open exercise of all wordiip is free, and guaranteed 
by this and the other States. 

6th. The colonists shall have the like power as natural- 
bom subjects to dispose of their property ; and, in case of 
intestacy, their relations shall be their heirs conformably 
with the laws, whether they be resident in the Republic 
or in any foreign country. 

7th, The new settlers, in conformity with the provisions 
of the decree of the twenty-second of January, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-four, are exempt for the space of 
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conttdoB desde tu establecimiaito, de pagar todo geneto 
de contribucioiies 6 gravamenes bajo cualqmera dttUMooi* 
nackxies que se conoscan. Sera adi minuo librea de todo 
jenero de eetaneos y podran promover cualquiera indostria 
indusa la exploracion de cualesqmera minas. 

Estaran asi mismo exentos por igaal eflpacio de tiampo 
de todo servicio civil y militar, lo mismo que los indivi-* 
duos de la Compania y sus dependientes ; pero sin em- 
bargo de las disposiciones contenidas en este articolo 
pagaran los colonos aquellas contribuciones que sean neoe* 
sarias para su gobienio propio municipal, las cuales se 
estableceran por las municipalidades con aprobacion del 
Oobiemo conforme se previene en el articulo veinte y seis 
del citado decreto de veinte y dos de Enero. Haran tam- 
bien el servicio miUtar local organizando su milicta civica 
de gardia sedentaria, que no se podm emplear fuera de 
las colonias. 

8^. Se concede a las nuevas poblaciones por veinte anoa 
firanquicia y entera libertad de toda ckse de derechos en 
sus exportactones por mar 6 por tierra para el extranjero 
de todo jenero de frutos y cualesquiera otros efectos comer«> 
ctales que sean producto de su industria 6 de la de cual* 
quiera otro pueblo de estos Bstados y aun del extnuojeio 
estando ya nadonalizado por stt ijt^oduccion lejitima; 
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twenty jetOB, redtoned from their establishment, from the 
payment of all kinds of taxes or public burdens under 
wlmtev^ denomination they may be known. They shall 
also be firee from eveiy description of monopoly, and shall 
have power to exaxnse any kind of trade, including the 
working of any mines whaisoeven 

They shall, in like mami^, be exempt, for the same 
period, from aU service, civil or miUtary, and so shall the 
manbeis of the Company and their appointed officers ; 
but, notwithstanding; the provisions contained in this 
Article> the colonists shaU pay such contributions as may 
be necessary for their own municipal government which tl^ 
fedaall establish by thmr municipalities, with the concur* 
tmxe of the Gk)vetnm«it, conformably with the twenty^ 
sixth Article of the aforesaid decree of the twenty-second 
of January^ They shall also perform the local miUtary 
service by oigiOiizing their local militia for their own 
defence, which Hhall not be liable to military service out 
of the colony* 

8th* There is granted to the new settlements, ((x tw^ity 
yeaxe, exen^^ion and entire freedom from every duty on 
their exports by sea or land^ to any f<»ei^ country, of 
every kind of produce or of commercial articles that may 
be the result of their industry, or of that of any other 
community of these States, and even of a foreign state ; 
the same being natbaalked by legal entry, but without 
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pero sin perjucio de reconocer siempre las aduanas r^pec* 
tivas. 

9^* De igual firanquicia y libertad de derecbos gozara 
toda nueva pobladon por espacio de los mismos veinte 
ands para intioducir por mar b por tierra de cnalquiera 
punto del territorio de estos Estados todos los fratos y 
efectos comerciables ; y ademas podran introduciry aim del 
extranjero, libres tambien de derechos^ instramentos de 
hierro b cualesquiera otro metal y de madera, utiles para 
la agricultural y todo jenero de artefactos y maquinas c(H3- 
ducentes al fomento de la misma y de las artes. Y por lo 
demas en punto a comercio la Compania tendra libre 
trafico y comercio tanto en el interior como respeto del 
eztranjero segun las prevenciones del decreto federal de 
Enero observando las leyes y reglamentos. 

10^* Los Directores encargados por la Compania ten- 
dran libre y pleno derecho h todas las minas que denun- 
den conforme k las leyes y tambien el libre uso de los 
montes, bosques^ rios, quebradas, lagunas b cualesquiera 
otra corriente de agua ; como tambien el derecho exclusivo 
respecto de los extranjeros de la pesca y caza en los terri* 
torios ya colonizados y en las costas del mar compren- 
didas en el terreno cedido por la presente. 

1 1°* Estando deliberando actualmente el Cuerpo Legis- 
lativo sobre el establecimiento del juicio por jurados^ tal 
modo de proceder sera planteado en las uuevas pobla- 
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prejudice to examination at the respective custom- 
houses. 

9th. Every new settlement shall enjoy equal exemption 
and freedom from duties, for the said space of twenty 
years, upon all imports by sea or land, fit)m any part of 
the territory of these estates, on all produce and commer- 
cial goods; and shall, moreover, have power to import, 
even from any foreign land, free of duties, implements of 
iron or of any other metal, or of wood, for agricultural 
purposes ; and all kinds of engines and machines tending 
to promote agriculture or the arts. And in whatever re- 
lates to commerce the Company shall have free trade and 
intercourse with the interior as well as with foreigners, 
according to the provisions of the Federal Decree of 
January, observing the laws and regulations. 

10th. The Directors, authorized by the Company, shall 
have free and full right to all the mines which they shall 
denounce conformably with the laws, and also the free use 
of the mountains, woods, rivers, ravines, lakes, or any other 
streams of water ; as also the exclusive right, in respect of 
their colonists, of fishing and the chase in the territories 
colonized, and on the sea-coasts comprehended in the 
territory ceded by these presents. 

1 1th. The Legislative Body being at this time in deli- 
beration on the introduction of trial by jury, such mode of 
proceeding shall be adopted in the new settlements, either 
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clones, ya sea por el cod^ de prooediimenlos si fiiere 
luego decretado como se espera ya en otro caso por uoa 
ley especial dirijida a las cdoniaSf la eual se establecmt el 
Qobi^no con este otjeto, 

12*** En las colonias no podra haber Esclavitodi como 
no la hay en toda la Republica* 

13^* £1 Oobiemo sostendra conforme a las leyes todo^ 
los contratos que la compania celebre con los pobladores. 

14^* El Gk>biemo solicitara del cuerpo Legislatiyo que 
de^jkle abpra preste su ccHis^^timiento para que cuando el 
depaitameiMiO sea en el numero que, por la constitucion, 
[Miedje formar Estado soUcitando fi^marlo todas las pobla- 
4;iones que esten en un cuerpo, si pida el d^creto que al 
efecto coresponde dar al Congreso Federal* 



16^* La Compania tendra preferencia bajo iguales con- 
diciones en las proposiciones que se hagan al Gobiemo en 
lo »iccesivo sobre colonizacion 6 apertura de casinos, lo 
cual se entiende para despues que se hayan traido den 
femilias en virtud de la presente contr^tt^ 

16^* En ano y medio contado desde esta fecha no se 
concedera privilejio exdusivo para la navegacion del rio 
del Dulce del lago de Izabal ni del de Polochlc, para que 
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luscoidiog to the expected law» (if it be eventually go 
decreed,) or by a special law applicable to the colonies, 
which law the Government undertakes to enact for that 
purpose. 

12tb. In the colonies there shall be no slavery, none 
beit^ allowed in the Republic, 

13th. The Government will ipaintain, conformably with 
the laws, all contracts which the Company may enter into 
with the settlers. 

14th« The Government undertakes to require of the 
]Legislative Body that, immediately when the department 
shall have attained the number of inhabitants, which, 
luxxmling to the constitution, is necessary to form a state, 
and in the event of all the settlements which it shall con- 
tain, soliciting to be so constituted, and upon application 
to ihe Federal Congress for the decree requisite for that 
pnipose, its consent thereto shall be given. 

15th. The Company shall have the preference uppn 
equal terms in all tenders which hereafter may be made to 
the Government relating to colonization or the opening of 
roads ; which future time is understood to refer to a period 
subsequent to that when there shall have been introduced 
a hundred families by virtue of this presei^ contract. 

16th. For a year and a half from this date, no exclusive 
privilege shall be "granted for the navigation of the river 
Dulce, of the lake Yzabal, nor of the Polochic, in order 
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en esta tiempo puedan los Directores de la Compania pre* 
parar proposiciones si esta empresa les conviniere. 

Guatemala, Agosto seis de mil ochocientos treinta y 
' cuatro. 

Thomas Oould^ Comisionado. 
Juan Manubl Rodriguez. 
Carlos Antonio Meant. 
Y babiendo la Asamblea Legislativa aprobado j ratifi* 
cado el preinserto contrato el catorce del corriente, cuyo 
acuerdo y orden consiguiente fue sancionada por la Camara 
de Consejeros el dia de hoy todo en forma siguiente. 

Orden, No. 63. Al Ciudadano Secretario accidental 
del Consejo Representativo. 

La Asamblea Legislativa babiendo tomado en conside- 
racion la contrata de colonizacion celebrada por el Gobiemo 
con el Senor Thomas Gould como representante de la 
Compania formada en Londres para la colonizacion de la 
Costa del Este de Centro America la cual debe verificarse 
sobre los terrenos valdios del departamento de Vera Paz ; 
tuvo a bien acordar. Se aprueba y ratifica la contrata 
ajustada por el Gobierno en seis del presente mes con el 
Senor Thomas Gould como representante de la Compania 
que proyecta en Londres la colonizacion de la Costa del 
Este referente a la de los valdios que bay en el departa- 
mento de Vera Paz. 
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that, within that period^ the Directors of the Company 
may prepare proposals, should such undertakings be suit- 
able to them. 

Guatemala, August the sixth, eighteen hundred and ^^ 
thirtyrfour. 1 ^ 

(Signed) Thomas Gould, Commissioner. 
(Signed) Juan Manuel Rodriguez. 
Carlos Antonio Meany. 

And the Legislative Assembly having approved and 
ratified the foregoing contract on the 14th instant, such 
consent, and the consequent order, were sanctioned by the 
Chamber of Councillors, this day, in the following form. 

Order, No. 63. To the Citizen Secretary, for the time 
being, of the Representative Council. 

The Legislative Assembly, having taken into considera- 
tion the contract for colonization executed by the Govern- 
ment with Captain Thomas Gould, as representative of the 
Company, formed in London, for the colonization of the 
Eastern. Coast of. Central America, with reference to the 
unoccupied lands of the department of Vera Paz, has 
judged fit to decree, that they approve and ratify the con- 
tract entered into by the Government on the sixth of the 
present month with Captain Thomas Gould, as representa- 
tive of the Company in London, which proposes to colonize 
the unoccupied lands in the department of Vera Paz. 



3^1 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



&0 A. 

Que et cotnunique al CoDftejo Repredentativo para au 
sancion. Y de cfiAen del Cuerpo Legialaiiyo lo dedmoa a 
V. para inteligencia del mismo Consejo y efectoB coaai- 
gttieates, aoompanuidole en copia la ezpreaada eontrata. 
Dios, Union, lib^tad! 
Gnatemala^ Agosto catoree mil ochocientoa treinta y 
cuatro. 

Josfi Maria Flores. 

BtJKNATBNTtrRA LAMBUR. 

Sala del Consejo Representativo del Estado de Ghiate* 
mala en la Corte a diez y nneve de Agosto de mil ocho- 
cientos treinta y cuatro. « 
Al Qefe del Estado, 

Simon Vascokelos, Presidente. 
Jose Maria Cobar, Secretario accidental. 
Guatemala diez y nueve de Agosto de mil ochocientoa 
treinta y cuatro. 

Ejecutese. 

Mariano Galvez. 
Poir disposicion del Poder Ejecutivo. 

Pedro Jose VAtEN2tj£LA, 

Secretario-General. 
Agregando, ademas como una explicacion a lo conve- 
nido. 

Declaro, 
, P' Que los terrenos concedidos al Coronel Galindo en 
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Let tUft be o o mMunio ted to the Repreaentattve Council 
tor its sanctioa. And by order of the L^islative Body, 
we state this to you for the ii^>rmation of the said Council, 
and aec<Hnpany it with a copy of the said contract. 
God, Union, Liberty! 
Guatemala, August the fourteenth, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-^four. 

JosB Maria Flobbs. 

BUBNAVBNTUBA LaMBUB. 

Hall of the Representative Council of the State of 
Guatemala, in the Court, nineteenth of August, ^ghteen 
hundred and thirty-four. 

To the Chief of the State, 

Simon Vasconblos, President. 
Jose Maria Cobab, Secretary for the time being. 
Guatemala, nineteenth of August, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-four. 

Let it be executed ! 
(Signed) Mariano GALvnas. 
By order of the Executive Power. 

Pedro Jose Valbnsubla, 
Secretary-G eneral. 
Adding, moreover, by way of explanation to what is 
agreed upon. 

I declare, 
Ist. That the lands granted to Colonel Galindo, in the 

d2 
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el departamento de Vera Paz distrito del Peten por la 
orden No. 20 de la Asamblea Legislativa con calidas de 
colonizar los seran incluidos en este convenio si el no 
cumpliere las condiciones de la concesion. Y para mejor 
intelijencia se entregara al Capitan Gould un duplicado de 
la citada orden. 

2°* Que no se comprenden en este contrato aquellos 
terrenos valdios sobre cuya venta por peticiones ya hechas 
al presente se siguen expedientes. 

3^' Que la concesion hecha de cuatro leguas de terreno 
cerca del puerto del Refugio sera sin perjuicio de que el 
Gobiemo conserva a las immedaciones del mismo puerto 
la extencion necesaria de terreno para una poblacion ; pero 
dicho terreno no exedera de cincuenta caballerias y en el 
se concedera gratis a la Compania para una casa almacenes 
que disponga contruir. 

4°' Que en los terrenos exeptuados por ahora de la 
colonizacion en las orillas del lago de Izabal quedan com- 
prendidos todos los que se extienden por la banda oriental 
del rio Dulce hasta su desenvoeadura en Livingston. 

Portanto 
He venido en expedir la presente refrendada por el Secre- 
tario General del Gobierno sellada con el sello del 
Estado. 
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department of Vera Paz, district of Peten, by order No. 20 
of the Legislative Assembly, upon the condition of coloni- 
zing them, shall be included in this agreement, should he 
not comply with the conditions of his grant. And for the 
better understanding, there shall be deUvered to Captain 
Gould a duplicate of the said order. 

2d. That there are not included in this contract those 
unoccupied lands, with respect to the sale of which, upon 
applications already presented, down to the present time, 
orders shall be issued. 

3. That the concession made of four leagues of land, 
near the port of Refugio, shall be without prejudice to the 
Government, which retains, in the neighbourhood of the 
said port, the necessary extent of land for a settlement ; 
but the said land shall not exceed fifty cavallerias, and on 
it the Company will be allowed, gratis, to erect such ware- 
houses as they may choose to establish. 

4th. That in the lands, excepted for the present from 
colonization on the margin of the lake Yzabal, are included 
all those which extend along the eastern bank of the river 
Dulce, until it discharges itself at Livingston. 

To which end 
I have issued this present, countersigned by the Secretary- 
General of the Government ; sealed with the seal of the 
State. 
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En Gttlamala a diez y nneve de Agosto de mii ocho* 
treinta y cuatro, ano 14 de la Indqpendencia. 

M. Galvbz. 
Por dispoedoQ del poder Egeci^o, 

P. S. ValbnxublAj 
Secretario-GeneFal. 
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In Guatemala^ nineteenth of August^ eighteen hundred 
and thirty-four, in the 14th year of the Independence. 

(Signed) M. Galt^z. 
By order of the Executive Powers 

(Signed) P. S, Valekzvela, 
SecretmyrQeneral 



These are to certify that the signatures annexed to 
the enclosed document, ** M. Galvez — P. S. Valenzuela,*' 
are the proper hand-writing of Mr. Galvez, Chief of the 
State of Guatemala, in the Republic of Central America, 
and of Mr. Valenzuela, Secretary-General, and that unto 
all acts and writings so signed by them, in these qualities, 
full faith and credit are to be given in courts of justice or 
elsewhere. 

As witness my hand and seal at Guatemala, 
in the United States of Central America, 
this twenty-second day of August, in the 
year of Grace 1834. 

(Signed) Fredk. Chatfibld. 
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APPENDIX B. 

The Board not having yet received the Official Docu- 
ment, by which the Port of San Tomas and the adjoining 
million of acres are conferred on this Company, (Mr. An- 
derson considering it too valuable a paper to trust to any 
ordinary conveyance and therefore resolving to deliver it 
in person,) a copy thereof cannot be given. The Board 
therefore substitutes for the Grant such information as they 
possess respecting it, by the following extracts from the 
communication of Mr. Anderson in which he announced the 
acquisition. A map of the Grant is annexed. 

" It is with much satisfaction I have to acquaint you for 
" the information of the Board of Directors, that an agree- 
" ment with this Government was signed on the 15th Oct. 
" (1838), subject to ratification by the Legislative As- 
*' sembly of the State, by which the Port of Santo Tomas 
" with 8000 cabaflerias of land in perpetuity, an exclusive 
" privilege of steam navigation for twenty years, a right 
" of toll, and an exclusive privilege to cut mahogany in 
" any part of the district and both banks of the Mon- 
" tagua, where previous privileges do not exist, have been 
" conceded to the Company whom I have the honour to 
" represent. 

" The present Grant contains a million of acres, in 
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'* round numbers^ of the most fertile lands in the Republic^ 
*' all fit for profitable ^cultivation. 

*' The whole district will be held by the Company for 
" ten years, during which time they are to select the 
" 8000 caballerias wherever they please within its limits, 
*' which extend firom the mouth of the Montagua to a 
'* point in the said river the nearest to the town of San 
'^ Pablo ; thence in a direct line to the Encucutros of the 
'* rivers Cajabon and Polichic, along the banks of the 
*' last-mentioned, descending ; along the right bank of the 
*' Gulf of Dolce, the river which unites it to Golfete, and 
" following the right banks of the latter until its waters 
'' enter the sea by the river Dulce or Angostura ; thence 
" following the line of coast to the mouth of the Mon- 
^' tagua. Together with the bays, harbours, entrances, 
** and outlets, and the islands within three leagues to 
*' seaward. 

" The 8000 caballerias are to be held in absolute right 
*' of perpetual possession without any clause of reversion 
" to the Government, on any plea whatsoever ; and the 
*' Company may also, if they think proper, at the end of 
*' the ten years, acquire the surplus (if any) at a valuation. 
•* Should there be a deficit of lands fit for cultivation in the 
*' 8000 caballerias, the Company may select as much as 
'* will complete the stipulated quantity from the unoccu- 
'* pied lands in any part of the State. But in the mean- 
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'' time the Company will retain posaession of all tine lands 
<' in the district, save and except such as bdong to towns, 
^ commnnities, or indiriduak. 

^ The town lots Ukely to be occupied within Ae first 
'^ five years may be valued at $60,000 ; what the Tab^ 
^ of the remaining lots after that time may be I cannot 
<' venture to estimate, but of course they will command a 
** higher price. The agricultural allotments will fetdi at 
^ least a doUar per acre, as soon as the first foundatioa 
^ stone be laid. I respectfully request the Bofurd wiH 
^ not engage to dispose of any part thereoC until you 
'* hear further from me on the 8ul]^t or see me ia 
** London. 

^ I am now ocmstructing a map of the district partly 
'' firom a variety of official documents, partly from my 
'^ own observations, which I may safely say will be tolera- 
'' bly correct. I will endeavour to forward a sketch of 
^ its outline by thk or the next occasion. 

** In all other respects this Grant is much more favour- 
** able than that of Vera Paz. 

'' By M. Meany's advice> I am induced to withhold a 
'^ copy of the agreement intended to accon^>any this 
*' communication ; fearing it might fell into other hands 
^ than those for whidbi it is intesided. 

'' Excuse the lib^y I tak^ in soliciting the Board to 
*^ call the immediate and earnest attention of the Company 
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^ to the great enteiprise tiiej have in hand ; die profitable 
** results of which are incalculable if they only apjdy the 
'* means required to draw out the advantages now within 
'^ their grasp. 

^' Experi^Me has now fidly confirmed the dwervatioa I 

^ made shortly after my artiyal, ' diat this is a country xm 

^ * whk^fa the bountiful hand of Providence has showeved 

^ ^ its ehdieest gifts/ A climate where ih.e rigors of 

^ vvkiter aie never known, where the only variation of 

*^ tonperature » from summer to spring, and die only 

. ** change of seascm is indicated by a periodical fall of rain, 

^ fertilizing the soil, and tni^]:dying its firuits to a degree 

** of abundance unknown in any other part of the ^be. 

** Whatever is appredated as a necessary or a luxury of life 

** is here to be found : whatever is valuable above or below 

** the surface of the earth, Jbere exists in profusion ; whilst 

'^ its geographical position, midway between North and 

** South Americap with the Adantic on one 4ide and die 

'' Pacific on the other in near aj^oximation, seem 

^< e<3paUy to invite, if not to Qongucnand, the commerce of 

<< Enrope and the East. To me^ the now v^-Ascertained 

^ facility with which a communication may be effected 

*^ between the two oceans, would also seem to point out 

'' this favoured country as the future entrepot of the whole 

•* world. 

^* In such a country and with such prospects, the 
'^ Company have obtained the best port in all ks coasts* 
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'^ I need not say more ; the inference is obvious, and if 
'* acted upon by the Company as it ought to be, must 
'^ lead them on to prosperity and riches. . 

" Among the members of the Company are, doubtless, 
** many who possess philanthropic principles. To them 
*' I would say, the door is now open for improving the 
*' moral as well as temporal condition of the people of 
" this country, many of whom are sunk into the lowest 
** abyss of barbarism ; and many within the territory 
•' ceded to you in Vera Paz, along the banks of the Usuma- 
" sinta, worship in heart the same idols to which their fore- 
" fathers bowed before America was known to civilized 
'* Europe. Of the remainder the greater part are victims 
*^ to superstition, ignorance, and vice. Is it not a grati- 
" fying reflection, worthy of an Englishman, and in ac- 
" cordance with the enlightened spirit of the age, that 
" civilization and the social intercourse which commerce 
" induces, may be the means of extending to these poor 
" creatures the blessings of civilization, and of elevating 
'• them from a condition of life without hope, to their 
" proper station as intellectual and responsible beings.'* 
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APPENDIX C. 

Jeremiah Barrett, Esq. to the Right Honourable Lord 
Palmerston, ^c. ^c. 

London, October 28th, 1835. 
My Lord, 

I beg leave to hand your Lordship a short precis 
of a Grant obtained, in August, 1834, by myself and co- 
directors of the Central America Company from the 
Government of Central America ; and I can, with truth, 
assure your Lordship that years of great anxiety, and very 
many thousand pounds of expense, have been the cost of 
that important concession ; important as it must be allow- 
ed to be both in a political and commercial point of view. 
And in the bitterness of disappointment at finding the 
fruit of such sacrifices of time and money attempted to be 
taken away by absolute intruders, a Memorial has been 
addressed to His Majesty's Privy Council by the Directors 
of the Company at the suggestion of their legal adviser. 
I take leave to enclose to your Lordship a copy of that 
Memorial. I regret, for my own part, that your Lordship 
had not been addressed in the first instance, but being 
largely interested (and perhaps the most largely in a 
pecuniary sense) in the Central America Company, I am 
desirous to lay before your Lordship, as a British subject. 
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the ground of our complaint ; with the firm persuasion 
that it will, at least, obtain your serious conuderation, 
and, I should hope, your immediate interference and 
remedy, also. 

The matter of complaint is, that, certain persons under 
the protection of the British force at Belize, are extending 
their depredations on the coast beyond the riyer Javon, the 
southern boundary of Belize; and are cutting down the 
valuable timber thereon for sale to the traders; which 
timber is the property of myself and all the other proprie- 
tors in the Central America Company. 

It is hardly to be imi^ned, my Lord, that the British 
Government will ever sanction encroachments, by its sub- 
jects, upon the territory of any State at peace with Great 
Britain ; much less aQow such encroachments to be made 
on the property of other subjects of the Crown of Eng- 
land ; and still less is it to be supposed that these depre- 
dations will be countenanced, not to say encouraged, by 
the authorities of His Majesty's Government. — I fear how- 
ever that, upon due enquiry, your Lordship will find all 
these improbabilities have taken place. 

The Commercial Treaties of September, 1783, and of 
July 1786, between Great Britain and Spain, as given by 
Hertslet, define most clearly the boundaries of Belize ; and 
the 3d Article of the Treaty of 1786 fully recognises the 
dominion of the Crown of Spain over the whole of Belize 
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itsdf ; Spain 8Wctiowig» as it were, by that treaty, tbd 
viMts of the subjects of England for the purpose of cutting 
down wood on the Belize shore in the district and coast 
defined by the Treaties referred to. 

The Treaty <d 1783 declares the limits of Belize, coast- 
wise, to stretch from the rirer Hondo to the river Belize, 
aad the Treaty of 1786 extends the line of coast to the 
river Javon; whilst the inland boundaries are laid down 
with equal precision. 

Such, therefore, may' be said to have been the limits of 
the suffrance ground of the British in the Spanish colony 
of Guatemala ; and what were the boundaries of Guate- 
mala are now those of the Federal State of Central America, 
a fundamental article of the constitution of that State 
declaring that Central America is, as to territory, what 
Goatemalawas before its independence was established. 
It can hardly be necessary to dwell upon this position for 
the purpose of combating the supposition, that, whilst the 
oppressors and the oppressed — ^the Spanish Government 
and her colonies — were contending for the victory, a third 
party could step in — and that party the British Govern^ 
ment — ^to seize the spoil ; whilst one of the contending 
parties was her ally, and the other was sueing for counte- 
nance from her as the rallying point of rational liberty to 
every nation on the globe. 

But whilst such are my humble notions of our National 
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Faith, (and how much stronger must that principle be ap- 
prehended by your Lordship,) that I cannot entertain the 
idea of usurpation, I can easily imagine the possibiUty of 
a British Minister being disinclined to reUnquish a footing, 
once obtained, in a foreign country, or to abandon an im- 
portant line of coast — even though its retention might 
savour somewhat of aggression. I trust, however, that, in 
the present case, your Lordship is enabled, if even through 
the instrumentaUty of the Grant which my co-directors and 
myself have procured, to do justice, at once, to the Re- 
public of Central America and the British Company, 
which, under her auspices, possesses extensive territory, 
privileges, and influence on her shores ; and, yet, to sus- 
tain for England all that she has gotten, or could hope to 
geti 

A prominent object of that Company, of course, is the 
clearance of their lands previous to colonization, which 
operation includes the supply of such timber to the British 
(who are the principal traders in the article) as they have 
been accustomed to procure at BeUze. It appears, that 
Belize, having been worked with the ardour of English 
enterprise, has been stripped of its valuable timber; and, 
at this time, there are no less than twenty-three gangs of 
unlicensed mahogany-cutters (British subjects or Belizians) 
employed to the southward of the boundary of the Javon, 
and consequently in the department of Vera Paz, procuring 
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that supply which Belize can no longer afford. And the 
value of the timber, carried away during the present 
season, (although it has been most unpropitious in respect 
of weather) is not less than £60,000 ; so taking together the 
present bad season, and the last as more favourable, the 
Central America Company must have sustained a loss of, at 
least, £100,000 by this infringement by British subjects, 
protected and acting under the cover of the British Flag, 
of two solemn treaties, executed by accredited agents of 
the King of England. 

By the Grant, of which I have enclosed a faithful 
precis, the Government of Central America has guaranteed 
to the Company quiet possession of the ceded territory ; it 
would, therefore, be no more than justice, were the Com- 
pany to require pecuniary satisfaction from Guatemala for 
the heavy damages inflicted by the BeUzians under protec- 
tion of the British Flag. But setting aside, as I hope 
you will enable us to do, such considerations for the past, 
I would look only to the future, and most respectfully 
submit — 

1st. That, on every ground, we are entitled to your 
Lordship's interference and protection, and 

2d. That, by the recognition of the boundaries of 
Belize, according to the treaties of 1783 and 1786, and by 
prohibiting the invasion of Vera Paz by the BeUzians, 
your Lordship would secure to Great Britain, in an equi- 
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table manner, all the advantages, which now, by m^hing 
short of an infringement of the law of nations, she assumes. 
It is true that, under such protection of our property, and 
restoration of our rights, the Central America Company 
would obtain a fee upon each log of mahogany cut off 
its land; but the positive effect of that arrangement, 
your Lordship cannot fail to observe, would be simply to 
transfer to one portion of his Majesty's subjects (the Com- 
pany to whom it justly belongs) a part of the profit now 
most illegally engrossed by others. 

We learn from our correspondents that the Dutch and 
the Americans are striving, and with every prospect of 
success, to obtain a footing in the provinces referred to. 
By means of the Company to which I belong. Great 
Britain may secure a position far more prominent than 
any other nation can, except by the forfeiture or alienatioa 
of our Grant, ever attain to. Are we, for the sake of peace^ 
to sell our Grant? or or are we to be expected, for the 
love of our country, to sacrifice it on the altar of patriot- 
ism? Could I satisfy myself that, by abandoning our 
indisputable rights to a lawless set of persons, who^ 
regardless of the rights of others, appear to have but little 
claim to your Lordship's consideration, I should promote 
my country's good, I could not hesitate in giving my 
individual vote in favour of such a concession ; but, when 
I look at the geographical position of Central America^ 
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the fertility of its soil, the salubrity of the climate of Vera 
Paz, the benefit which any considerable draught, thither, 
from the population of the British Isles, is calculated to 
produce, I cannot for a moment entertain the idea, that, 
{^inst such considerations, the ephemeral success of a 
few Creole wood-cutters can weigh in the scale, should 
the policy of nations, and not even-handed justice, hold the 
balance. 

I have addressed your Lordship with the frankness of 
an Englii^man and the zeal of a Trustee ; but, also, I hope, 
with the deference due to my superior, which the Society 
of Friends, wherec^ I am a member, are always desirous 
to exhibit in their intercourse through liJEe ; but, if, in 
^norance of official correspondence, I have offended, I 
beg to be informed of my fault, that I may tender my 
apology fen* it ; or, if I have n^isconceived my subject, I 
request to be set right; trusting that, at all events, I shall 
be favoured by your Lordship's attention and earliest con-* 
venient re]Jy. 

(Signed) Jerbmiah Barbett. 
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W. Fox Strangwayi to Jeremiah Barrett^ Esq* 

Foreign Office, Nov Ath,\9li6. 
Sir, 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 28th 
ultimo, complaining of the proceedings of the British settlers 
of Belize in cutting timber upon land, which you state to 
have been granted to a society of persons, of which you are 
a member, by the Government of Central America, I am 
directed by Viscount Palmerston to acquaint you that you 
should address yourself to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, within whose department the matter is. Lord 
Palmerston, however, cannot refrain from observing, that 
if British subjects choose to take from a foreign Govern- 
ment a grant of land, which is included within the limits 
of a British settlement, such persons must take the con- 
sequences of their connivance with the encroaching pre- 
tensions of such foreign Government. 
I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) W. Fox Strangways. 
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Note. — Another Letter, dated 6th Nov. 1836, was 
addressed by Mr. Barrett to the Right Honourable 
Viscount Palmerston, of which the copy is unfortunately 
lost. 



W. Fox StrangwaySy Esq,, to Jeremiah Barrett^ Esq. 

Foreign Office, Nov. 10th, 1835. 
Sir, 

I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th of November, in 
reply to my letter of the 4th November. 

I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) W. Fox Strangwayi. 
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Leonard S. Coxe, Esq., to James Stephen, Esq. 

Lombard-street Chambers. 
> London, 8th October, 1836. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the gentlemen, forming a pro- 
visional Committee of the Eastern Coast of Central 
AmericaJCompany, to request of you the favour to inform 
them on what day, and at what hour, it will suit you to 
receive a deputation from the Shareholders upon the affairs 
of the Company. 

I remain, respectfully, 
Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
Leonard S. Coxb, 
Secretary. 



James Stephen, Esq. to the Secretary, L. S. Coxe^ Esq. 

Colonial Office, 

lOM October, 1836, 
Sir, 

With reference to your letter, dated the 8th inst, 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that, in the absence 

of Lord Glenelg and Sir George Grey from town, I shall 
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be happy to receive you, with a deputation from the Share- 
holders and Proprietors of the Eastern Coast of Central 
America Company, at this office on Wednesday next, at 
one o'clock. 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) James Stephen. 



Z. S. Coxe, Esq. to Lord Glenelg. 

London, \2th October, 1836. 

My Lord, 

In compliance with an intimation thrown out by 
Mr. Under-Secretary Stephen, at an interview to which a 
deputation of the Central America Company were ad- 
mitted this day at the Colonial Office, I have the honour 
to address your Lordship. 

Your Lordship is aware of a grant of the province of 
Vera Paz having been made, in August 1834, by the 
Central American Republic to the above-mentioned Com- 
pany; in compliance with which the Company have for- 
warded to their settlement of New Liverpool (situated on 
the Cajabon branch of the River Polochic) two hundred 
families by the Mary Ann and Arabella, Lord Charles 
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Spencer, and Britannia, vessels which cleared out and 
sailed from London, in May, June, and August last, for 
the Lake Dulce. 
/ The Grant involves a tract of upwards of 14,000,000 
of acres ; and its boundaries are defined by the red lines 
on the accompanying map. It includes a previous grant 
of about one million of acres made to a Colonel Galindo, 
should that individual (with whom the Company disclaim 
all connexion whatever) fail to fulfil certain conditions, 
which, as yet, are unaccomplished. 

The Central America Company are informed that His 
Majesty's Government either claim, or are negociating to 
obtain, a greater extent of territory in the Bay of Hon- 
duras than is defined by the treaties with Spain of 1783 
and 1786. The object of the deputation, and of this 
their application, is simply to request your Lordship will 
be pleased to inform them, Ist, Whether any treaty or 
compact between Great Britain and either Central America 
or Spain exists, by virtue of which the boundaries of Be- 
lize have been extended beyond the Hondo to the north, 
and the Javon or Sibun to the south? 

Your Lordship will immediately perceive that this in- 
formation is most essential to the Central America Com- 
pany as a guide to them in their instructions to their 
Superintendent in Vera Paz. And it is hoped, from the 
importance of the Grant referred to, as well as the general 
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design of the undertakings that the Company will meet 
with the protection and encouragement of His Majesty's 
Government. 2dly, The precise extent of territory so 
claimed or made the subject of negociation by the British 
Government? 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's humble servant, 

(Signed) L. S. Coxe, 
Secretary of Provisional Committee. 



James Stephen^ Esq. to L. S. Coxe, Esq. Secretary. 

Douming-street, 
20M October, 1836. 
Sir, 

I am directed by Lord Glenelg to acknowledge 
the receipt of the letter which, on the 12th instant, you 
addressed to him, by the direction of the gentlemen form- 
ing the " Eastern Coast of Central America Company." 

For reasons, of which it does not seem necessary to 
give a particular explanation, it appears to his Lordship 
desirable that the questions, proposed in that letter, should 
be addressed by the Company to His Majesty's Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs rather than to the head of this 
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department ; and Lord Olenelg would, therefore, beg leave 
to refer the Members of the Ck>mpany to Viscount Pal- 
merston for such information as he may have it in his 
power, or may think it right, to communicate respectii^ 
His Majesty's claims to any part of the territory comprised 
in the Grant made to the Company by the Government of 
Guatemala. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 8cc. 

(Signed) James Stephen. 



Leonard S. Coxe, Esq. Secretary, to Lord Palmerston. 

October 20th, 1836. 
My Lord, 

I am directed to address your Lordship in con- 
sequence of a letter this day received from Lord Glenelg, 
to the effect that, certain questions, which were proposed 
by a deputation of gentlemen from the Eastern Coast of 
Central America Company in a letter to his Lordship, on 
the 12th inst., " should be referred to His Majesty's Se- 
cretary of State for Foreign Affairs, for such information 
as he may have it in his power, or may think it right, to 
communicate, respecting His Majesty's claims to any part 
of the territory comprised in the Grant made to the Com- 
pany by the Government of Guatemala." 
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Herewith is enclosed a copy of that letter, containing 
those questions ; and the whole is respectfully referred to 
your Lordship's consideration, with an earnest request for 
a reply as immediate as possible, not only for the reason 
therein assigned, but also on account of the delay which 
has unfortunately already occurred in obtaining an answer 
from Lord Olenelg. 

I am desired to add, that, the deputation were happy to 
hear from Mr, Under-Secretary Stephen that no treaty 
exists between Chreat Britain and Spain conceding to the 
farmer any portion of the territory granted to the Central 
America Company; but that a negodation with that object, 
which was on foot, is, in consequence of the state of affairs 
in Spain, suspended for the present. It would be extremely 
to be regretted, as well as prejudicial to British interests, 
if, whilst events are occurring, by which the negociation 
of Great Britain is in abeyance, the Central America Com- 
pony should, tor want of information on the second point 
of inquiry, by any means forfeit their Grant 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) L. S, Coxb, 

Secretary. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



76 



Leonard S. Coxe, Esq. to Lord Pabnerston. 

London, October 29th, 1836. 

My Lord, 

I am desired to address your Lordship again, 
and to assure you, it is with extreme regret, that the 
deputation of the Eastern Coast of Central America 
Company feel compelled to recal your Lordship's attention 
to their communication of the 20ih inst, to which they 
have not been favoured with a reply. 

The deputauon feel most anxiously for the two hundred 
and thirty British settlers in Vera Paz, whose welfam 
ought tiot to be neglected. The settlers must already be 
employed in clearing and cultivating land, and establishing 
a town. 

It being the earnest desire of the Company to keep 
those persons, and others who are to follow, from all colli- 
sion, or contact even, with the inhabitants of Belize, it is 
only necessary, that your Lordship should grant a prompt 
and expUcit reply to the two important questions contained 
in the letter, which I had the honour to address to His 
Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies, under date 
the 12th instant, to enable the Company to act up to the 
spirit of those intentions. Without the required mformation, 
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it will clearly be impossible for the Company to shape a 
course in accordance with their wishes. Their wish, too, 
is to be made instmmental, as far as may be, in reconciling 
the Government of Central America to any reasonable 
concession, — assuming that the territory claimed by Great 
Britain is not so extensive as to make intercession hopeless, 
and to disturb the prospects of the Company. For, in 
that event, it would become the duty of the Directors to 
open their case at the bar of public opinion, and to leave 
no legitimate means untried to confirm the Company in its 
rights to their fullest extent. 

This course the deputation would feel themselves, as 
British merchants, perfectly justified in recommending, 
since, so far as national interests are at stake, the altema- 
tiye appears to them as between a certainty and an uncer- 
tainty. It is certain, should your Lordship be pleased to 
give a favourable answer to the questions I have had the 
honour to propound, that a great increase of commerce 
will ensue. On the other hand, whilst it is admitted to be 
doubtful, whether the negociation with Spain will terminate 
in a concession to this country, it may be confidently 
expected, that any concession by Spain would rouse 
the indignation of Central America, and the other 
Republics of Spanish America, and tend to diminish their 
intercourse with, and confidence in, this country. 

A foreign writer of much celebrity, and a diplomatic 
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character^ also, ha« justly observed ** that there is no 
'' pride so jealous and irritable as the pride of territory,^ 
andy with all respectful deference, be it submitted to your 
Lordship, whether it may not be more conducive to the 
commercial interests of this Company to command the 
trade of Central Amenca by making available her grant to 
this British Company, than by acquiring sovereignty over 
any extensive portion of the province of Vera Paz, now 
considered an integral of the Republic of Central America, 
with all the risks attending a dismemberment of that 
RepubUc. 

I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's, 8cc., 8cc. 
(Signed) Lbonard S. Coxb, 

Secretary. 



J. Backhouse, Esq. to Leonard S. Coxe, Esq. 

Foreign Office, 

October 29 tk, 1836. 
Sir, 

I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, re- 
questing, on behalf of the Eastern Coast of Central 
America Company, to be informed, first, whether any treaty 
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or compact^ between Great Britain and either Central 
America or Spain, exists^ by yirtue of which the boun- 
daries of Belize have been extended beyond the Hondo 
to the North ; or the Javon (or Sibun) to the South ? and 
secondly, the precise extent of the territory, so claimed, 
or made the subject of negociation, by the British Govern- 
ment ? 

In answer to these enquiries, I am to acquaint you, that 
Viscount Palmerston does not feel it consistent with his 
pubUc duty to give to a company of^ private individuals 
information as to the state of negotiations pending between 
the British Government and foreign powers, on the subject 
of the territorial limits of His Majesty's possessions and 
settlements abroad. His Lordship deems it right, however, 
to make the Company aware, that there is reason to believe 
that some portion of the lands, which the Government of 
Central America has assunjed to grant to them, Ues within 
the limits claimed by Great Britain as the boundary of the 
Brilish settlement of Honduras. And if such is the case, 
it is for the Company to consider the position in which, as 
British subjects, they may place themselves by acknow- 
ledging a foreign authority over lands which are claimed 
by the British Crown. 

I have the honour to be. Sic, 8cc. 

(Signed) J. Backhouse. 
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Leonard S* Coxe, Esq. to the Bight Honowrahle Lord 
Palmerstan, Sfc.^ Sfc. 

London f November 2d, 1836. 

My Lord, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship's communication of the 29th ultimo, in reply to 
the letter of the deputation of the Eastern Coast of Cea- 
tral America Company under date of the 20th October. 

The deputation are now made aware, that your Lordship 
has reason to believe that some portion of the lands^ 
granted by the Government of Central America to this 
Company, Ues within the limits claimed by Great Britain ; 
and also that your Lordship declines making known to 
private individuals the state of negotiations relating thereto 
between His Majesty's Government and foreign powers. 
I have to assure your Lordship that the deputation had no 
desire to enquire into the state of those negotiations ; but 
merely to ascertain, as accurately as your Lordship may 
be able to inform them, what portion of territory, " believed 
to be," within the limits of Belize, Great Britain is treating 
for: and this they do, in order that, pending definite 
arrangements between this country and " foreign powers," 
respecting such portion of their Grant, the Company might 
scrupulously avoid all interference with that part of the 
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territory. And surely, my Lord, as the lives and property 
of such of His Majesty's subjects, as are embarked in this 
enterprize, must have value in the eyes of His Majesty's 
Government, the enquiry (it is respectfully submitted) 
cannot, in common fairness, but be entitled to an explicit 
answer. 

It is not to be imagined, that your Lordship can desire 
British subjects to abandon a Grant of magnitude and im- 
portance ; and to see it transferred (as it assuredly would 
be were the Company to relinquish it) to subjects of Hol- 
land or the United States ; since it is by no means incom- 
patible with the confirmation of any equitable claim on the 
part of Great Britain to a portion of the lands granted to 
the Company, that other parts of the Grant should be 
colonized and cultivated by British merchants to the great 
commercial benefit of this country. 

Your Lordship would seem to attach blame to the Direc- 
tors, as British subjects, for having availed themselves of 
the Grant, whilst Great Britain had a negotiation on foot 
with Spain for the acquisition of some portion of the 
specified Grant. But that negotiation was secret, and still 
remains so ; whilst the Directors had for their guidance 
the public acts, and published documents, of this Govern- 
ment proclaiming, as they consider, the inviolability of 
the Grant ; to wit, the acknowledgement of the indepen- 
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dance of Central America by Great Britain, by other 
European powers, by the United States, and other Ameri- 
can Republics ; the treaties of 1783, 1786, 1814, and 
1826 ; the first three with Spain, and the last with Mexico. 
The Grant was made by a Republic, that had expelled its 
former rulers ; and whose constitution had been recognized 
by Great Britain, as testified by her sending a minister to 
Guatemala. As the British negotiation is secret, enough 
perhaps has been said in justification of the Directors, but 
had the bare fact of a negotiation, being on the tapis, 
been published, the Directors could never have concluded, 
that the object thereof was to extend beyond acquiring 
that sovereignty over Belize itself, according to its ancient 
limits which the treaties of 1783, and 1786, declared to 
be vested in Spain. Would any foreign power have 
accepted from Great Britain, in 1784, a Grant of a portion 
of the back settlements of the United States, from which 
the British flag had recently been driven ? History and 
experience therefore forbade a suspicion of the facts in- 
volved in the pending negotiation. These and many more 
arguments might be used ; but so far from desinng to 
embarrass, or to interfere, in the pending negotiation, it is 
the wish of the Company, mther, to be made serviceable 
in removing existing difficulties, and bringing them to an 
amicable and equitable adjustment. 
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It ip obvious that the timber, 8cc., now forcibly carried 
away by the Belizians, grows on land belonging to some 
power or other. The treaties of 1783 and 1786 declare it 
to have belonged to Spain ; the constitution of Central 
America declares it to belong to that Republic : by that 
Republic it was granted, two years since, to this Company ; 
whilst Great Brijtain is still in treaty for the cession of it to 
her^,§paii}. Is it not then, my Lord, for the benefit of 
all parties, whether they be BeUzians, or of the Company, 
to be made acquainted with what extent of land Great 
Britain claims, for what extent she negotiates, how far 
she wishes to go, and where she is willing to stop ? And 
an exphcit reply to those questions is just everything the 
deputation venture to ask of your Lordship and His 
Majesty's Government ; and to which the deputation, with 
respect, submit, they are not iiTegular in requesting a 
reply; that is to say, what is the extent of territory, 
beyond the Hmits of Belize, as defined by the treaties of 
1783 and 1786, for which the British Government is in 
treaty with any foreign power ? 

In the fear, however, that I may not have clearly 
explained the object of the deputation in this, or in my 
former letters, I am directed to soHcit, for the deputation, 
an interview with your Lordship; when they may be 
informed in what part of their extensive territory, and 
vrithin what limits, the Company may, without the chance 

F 2 
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of collision or interference with the claima of Great Britain^ 
locate the settlers already sent out» and those which are to 
follow. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's humble servant, 
(Signed) Leonard S. Coxb, 

Secretary. 



J. Backhouse, Esq. to Leonard S. Coxe, Esq. Secretary. 

Foreign Office j 
November 6th, 1836. 
Sir, 

In answer to your letter of the 2d instant, re- 
newing the application contained in your letter of the 20th 
ultimo, on behalf of the Eastern Coast of Central America 
Company, I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to refer 
you to the letter addressed to you from this department 
on the 29th ultimo, and to state that his Lordship can 
only say, that if British subjects think fit to accept from 
the Government of a foreign state a grant of lands which 
are claimed by the British Crown, such persons must 
take upon themselves the risk attendant upon such a pro- 
ceeding. 
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With respect to the question, What are the boundaries 
of the settlement of Honduras as claimed by Great Bri- 
tain ? I am directed by Lord Palmerston to state, that the 
Colonial OflSce is the proper authority on that point ; and 
with regard to the interview, requested by the deputation 
from the Eastern Coast of Central America Company, I 
am to state to you, that his Lordship is sorry that he 
must decline to comply with their wishes, as he thinks it 
desirable that whatever communications take place be- 
tween them and his Lordship, on this subject, should be 
made in writing, in order that they may remain on record. 
I have the honour to be, &c., &c. 

(Signed) J. Backhouse. 



Leonard S, Coxe, Esq. to the Right Honourable Lord 
Glenelffy ^c, ^c. 

London, I7th November, 1836. 
My Lord, 

The deputation from the Eastern Coast of Cen- 
tral America Company, having in pursuance of your Lord- 
ship's letter of the 20th October, addressed itself to His 
Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on the 
subject of the late communication ; and Lord Palmerston 
having, by his letter of the 6th November, referred the 
deputation back again to your Lordship, I am directed to 
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pray, on behalf of the deputation, an answer to the ques- 
tion so important to the Eastern Coast of Central America 
Company and to British interests, namely. What are the 
boundaries claimed by His Majesty's Government for 
British Honduras (or Belise) ? or if it be more agreeable 
to your Lordship, that your Lordship would be pleased to 
point out where in the department of Vera Paz, laid down 
in the map submitted to your Lordship, and now in your 
oiSce, the Eastern Coast of Central America Company 
may found its settlement without touching on possessions 
claimed by the Crown of Great Britain. 

The great delay which has already taken place will 
plead, it is hoped, the deputation's excuse for earnestly 
entreating an early answer. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's humble servant, 
(Signed) Leonard S. Coxb, 

Secretary. 



Sir George Grey to the Secretary, Z. S. Coxe, Esq. 

Downinff'Street, 

23d November, 1836. 
Sir, 

I am directed by the Secretary of State to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th ultimo on 
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behalf of the Eastern Coast of Central America Company, 
inquiring *' What are the bomidaries claimed by His 
Majesty's Government for British Honduras (or Belise)?" 
and I am to acquaint you, in answer, that the territory, 
claimed by the British Crown as belonging to the British 
settlements in the Bay of Honduras, extends from the 
River Hondo on the north to the River Sarstoon on the 
south, and as far west as Garbott's Falls on the River 
Belize, and a line on the same parallel to strike on the 
River Hondo on the north and the River Sarstoon on the 
south. The British Crown claims, also, the Waters, 
Islands, and^Keys, lying between the coast, above define^, 
and the meridian of the easternmost point of Light-house 
Reef. 

I am, at the same time, to warn you, that the greater 
part of the territory in question has never been the subject 
of actual survey, and that parties, who should assume 
the topography of the remoter tracts, and especially the 
course of the rivers, upon the authority of maps, would, 
in all probability, be led into error. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) George Grby. 
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Leonard S. Coxe, Esq. Secretary^ to the Right Hon. 
Lord Glenelg, ^c, ^c. 

London^ December 8th y 1836. 
My Lord, 

I am desired, thankfiilly, to acknowledge the 
receipt of Sir George Grey's letter of the 23d November 
last, (in reply to the letter which I had the honour to 
address to your Lordship on the 17th of the same month,) 
acquainting the Committee of the Eastern Coast of Cen- 
tral America Company with the claim of Great Britain to 
part of the lands granted to the Company by the Govern- 
ment of Central America, and with the extent of that 
claim. 

Whilst the Committee feel that neither they nor the 
Shareholders have any right to assent to the alienation of 
any portion of the territory embraced in the Grant, nor 
tacitly to consent to the felling of a single tree thereon, by 
any party not authorized by the Company so to do, they 
have not lost any time in apprizing their Superintendent 
in Vera Paz with the limits of the claim by Great Britain; 
and, at the same time, have instructed him to use every 
precaution possible to prevent the settlers, in his charge, 
from coming in contact with any individual within the 
limits mentioned in your Lordship's letter. 
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The Committee, therefore, trust your Lordship will be 
pleased to send out similar instructions to His Majesty's 
Superintendent at Belize ; and they further direct me to 
solicit your Lordship to acquaint them whether this their 
request will be comphed with. 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obedient servant, 

(Signed) L. S. Coxe, 

Secretary. 



Sir George Grey to Leonard S. Coxe, Esq, Secretary. 

Downing-streetj 

Uth December, 1836. 
Sir, ^ 

I am directed by Lord Glenelg to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, requesting on 
behalf of the Eastern Coast of Central America Company, 
that his Lordship would send out instructions to His 
Majesty's Superintendent at Honduras, forbidding the 
interference of the inhabitants of the settlement with such 
of the settlers sent out by the Company as may be found 
beyond the boundaries laid down by His Majesty's Go- 
vernment ; and I am, in reply, to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Company, a copy of a despatch, which. 
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in compliance with their request, his Lordship has ad- 
dressed to the Superintendent on this subject. 

I have the honour to be, Sec., 8cc. 
(Signed) Georgb Grby. 



Qypy of Letter referred to above, as sent to the Superiu" 
tendent at Belize, by Lord Glenelg. 

Downing-street, 
I4th December, 1836. 

Sir, 

I transmit to you herewith copies of a corre- 
spondence between the Secretary of the Eastern Coast of 
Central America Company and this department, by which 
you will perceive that I have stated, for the information 
of that Company, the extent of the territory which His 
Majesty's Government claim as belonging to the settle- 
ment of Honduras ; and that the Company have appUed 
to me to send instructions forbidding the interference of 
the inhabitants of the settlement, under your superinten- 
dence, with such of the settlers sent out by the Company 
as may be found beyond the boundaries laid down by me. 

I send you these documents for your information. It is 
unnecessary that I should issue to you any directions on 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. 91 

the subject, as you are fully aware of the instructions 
which were issued to your predecessor, and by which you 
are of course equally bound to prevent, as far as possible, 
the extension of the settlers' operations beyond the limits 
in question. Without reference to the question to what 
parties the territory, not lying within the British claim, 
may belong, and however that question may be ultimately 
determined, it is equally the desire of His Majesty's Go- 
vernment that the settlers of your superintendency should 
confine themselves within the Umits which have been 
prescribed. 

(Signed) Glenelg. 
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INFORMATION FOR EMIGRANTS; 

OR, A 

DESCRIPTION OF GUATEMALA, 

(ONE OF THE FEDERAL STATES OF CENTRAL AMERICA,) 
INCLODINO THE 

BRITISH COLONY OF VERA PAZ. 
(Dmwn/ram authentic 9owrce$*) 



The great and increasing interest which is felt by 
emigrants and commercial men in the new colony of Vera 
Paz, formed under the auspices of the •* Eastern Coast of 
Central America Commercial and Agricultural Company," 
has naturally created a demand for information respecting 
the climate, the natural products, the nature of the 
government, and other interesting particulars of the State 
in which that colony is situated. To supply this informa- 
tion, as far as possible, is the object of this pamphlet. 

In a matter which involves so many important interests, 
it is, above all things, desirable that no false or exagger- 
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ated statement should be made, nor even a fact 
be put forward upon anonymous authority, but that 
whatever is placed before the public should rest upon the 
testimony of parties whose rank, intelligence, veracity, 
and impartiaUty, remove all doubt, seeing that such 
persons could have no motive except the spread of authen- 
tic information for the benefit of their country or fellow- 
men. The author of this compilation (for it has no pre- 
tensions beyond that of a compilation) has consulted a 
great number of works, but those fi-om which he has 
chiefly derived his materials are the *' Nairative of an 
Official Visit to Guatemala, by G. A. Thompson, Esq., 
late Secretary to his Britannic Majesty's Mexican Com- 
mission, and Commissioner to report to his Majesty's 
Government on the State of the Central Republic," and 
a Dutch work entitled " Centraal Amerika, uit een Ges- 
chiedkundig, Aardrijkskundig en Statistick Oogpunt 
Beschouwd. Door J. Haefkens, oud Consul-Generaal 
der Nederlanden in die Republick. Dordrecht, 1832."* 

Both these works are important from the circumstance 
of their bearing an official stamp. Mr. Thompson was an 
employe of the British Government, and, as he declares 



■ * An Historical, Geographical, and Statistical Account of Central 
America, by J. Haefkens, late Consul- General from his Majesty the 
King of the Netherlands to that Republic. Dordrecht, 1832. 
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himself, was instructed by Mr. Canning in 1825 to proceed 
to Guatemala, to ascertain '' the present state of its 
poUtical government, and the disposition of the people ; its 
resources, financial, military, commercial, and territorial ; 
the amount of its population, the number and wealth of 
its towns. Sec." Mr Thompson embodied the result of 
his observations upon these points in his '' Narrative,'' 
which was published by Mr. Murray in 1829. Mynheer 
Haefkens' work is dedicated to the King of Holland,* and 
the author's ofiicial appointment of Dutch Consul-General 
enabled him to collect much valuable information, and to 
report upon the state of the country with a degree of 
correctness not attainable by a common traveller. In the 
dedication he says, that since he returned from the impor- 
tant mission with which his Majesty had honoured him, 
he had been constantly occupied in preparing a work 
calculated to give an idea of so beautiful a quarter of the 
globe. In his preface he further remarks, " No part of 
Spanish America better deserves to be known than this. 
The fertihty of the soil, the favourable position of the 
whole territory, the harbours on both oceans, its varieties 
of climate, are circumstances which, taken altogether. 



* It is to be remarked that, in all probability in consequence of this 
work, the King of Holland has employed emissaries to obtain for him a 
footing in Central America. 
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render Central America capable of a more marked deve* 
lopment than any other of the new commonwealths. 

** A residence of three years at Guatemala, and many 
journeys in the different provinces, added to a familiar 
intercourse with the most eminent persons in the country, 
have brought to my knowledge a multitude of facts 
respecting the history, geography, and statistics of this 
part of the great isthmus, without which the information 
furnished by the printed documents can exhibit only a 
very imperfect and perverted picture." Mynheer Haef kens' 
book is, indeed, the latest and most authentic account of 
this interesting portion of the American continent ; but it 
may not be improper to remark that since the date of the 
works referred to, or rather of the observations on which 
they are founded, the State of Guatemala must have 
advanced considerably in the course of internal civilization 
and improvement, and in external commercial importance. 

The price of this little work is fixed at an amount which 
will place it within the reach of the humblest members of 
the community, whom it particularly behoves to render 
themselves acquainted with the new and wonderful field 
which the colony of Vera Paz opens to British industry 
and enterprise. 



Guatemala is one of the five States which compose the 
Federal Republic of Central America ; the names of the 
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other four States are Salvador, Nicaragua, Honduras, and 
Costa Rica. Each of these five States is governed by 
laws of its own. Guatemala is divided into seven depart- 
ments, viz. : — Vera Paz, Chiquimula, Guatemala, Sacatepe- 
buez, Solola, Quezaltenango, and Totonicapan. 

The main object of this publication is to make the 
reader acquainted with the first of these departments. 
Our extracts, however, cannot be confined exclusively to 
it; for, besides that it must be important to settlers to 
know something of the productions and other properties 
of the neighbouring districts, of the means of intercourse 
between the departments, and of the general character of 
the country, the authors to whom we must refer, have so 
intermingled the local and general information with which 
their books abound, that it would be impracticable to 
separate that which solely relates to Vera Paz completely 
from the rest, even if it were desirable to do so. For the 
amiable spirit of humanity which breathes in its name 
Vera Paz is indebted to the pious philanthropy of the 
benevolent Las Casas. He was Vicar in a convent of his 
order at Guatemala, where he denounced the cruelties of 
his countrymen. In speeches, in writings, and in sermons 
firom the pulpit, he inculcated the doctrine that the only 
arms used against the Indians should be the gospel of 
Christ. The military commanders ridiculed him, and, in 
derision, bade him try to conquer the Indians in his own 
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way. He accepted the challenge, and obtained from the 
Governor-General a decree, which was afterwards con- 
firmed by the King, authorizing him and the brethren of 
his order to commence the proposed conversion. It was 
also ordered that these Priests should govern all the 
regions in which the execution of their scheme might be 
successful, and that for the space of five years no Spaniard 
should be allowed to settle in any part of such territory 
witliout their permission. Having taught certain of the 
Indians hymns in the Quiche language, a Cacique, who 
heard them, invited some of the Priests to come to him. 
At first only one Monk was sent; but he having suc- 
ceeded in converting the Cacique, Las Casas, and two 
others, proceeded, in December 1637, to cultivate this new 
vineyard. The conversion soon became general, and, to 
commemorate the event, that part of the country which, in 
consequence of the obstinate resistance experienced by the 
Spaniards who previously attacked it, had by them been 
called Tierra de Guerra (the Land of War), obtained, under 
the sanction of his Catholic Majesty, the name of Vera 
Paz (True Peace). 

Mynheer Haefkens found that the geographical and 
statistical data supplied by the records in the Government 
offices of Guatemala were very scanty and imperfect ; but 
satisfactory information upon these points has been ob- 
tained from other sources. •' The geographical position 
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of Ouatemala/' says Mr. Thompson, ^ is highly advan- 
tageous. Placed in the middle of the two Americas, 
between the Colombian and Mexican repubUcs, it is bathed 
by the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and lies in the centre 
of the vast relations which now exist, and may be here- 
after opened, between the old and new worlds. It is 
bomided on the west and north by Mexico, on the south- 
east by the province of Veraguas, on the south and south- 
west by the Pacific, and on the north by the Atlantic. Its 
figure is almost triangular, and it contains nearly 16,740 
square leagues, covering an area greater than that of either 
Peru or ChiU. Its soil is of extraordinary variety as to 
quality, temperature, and fruitfulness, and it yields, in con- 
sequence, all the productions of the fiigid, temperate, and 
torrid zones."* 

Thus it appears that, like all the other States of Central 
America, Guatemala exhibits a variety of climate, but 
with this peculiarity, that it extends from the Pacific to 
the Atlantic, with a central intersecting range of the Cor- 
dilleras, or spinal mountains of Southern America, the 
spurs or lateral branches of which, from their variety of 
elevation, afford to the inhabitants of Guatemala the op- 
portunity of selecting the climate best adapted to the cul- 
ture of that description of product most consonant with 

• " Narrative," pp. 441-8. 
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the peculiar views or practical informatioQ of the colonist 
himself. It ought not to be forgotten that, with respect i0 
climate, these elevated tropical regions differ essentially 
from northern countries, in which the extremes of cold and 
heat are usually experienced ; whereas here a moderate 
temperature may be enjoyed all the year round. In the 
mcmths of November, December, and January, if water be 
exposed to the open air in a basin during the night, it 
may sometimes, but very seldom, be found to freeze super- 
ficially.* 

Mynheer Haef kens says that ^* the climate of all the 
departments is suited to the cultivation of the sugar-cane, 
banana, maize, &e/*t The salubrity of the climate, and 
the general healthfulness of the State, are strikingly indi- 
cated by the increase of population. Mr. Thompson says, 
'' I am inclined to concur in the opinion that the country 
16 populating very fast ; ibr not only in the towns, but tk6 
small villages, I could not help being struck with tb« 
numbers of young children. ";{: This gentleman Hkewise 
gives a tabular statem^it bf the births and deaths that 
had occurred in the capital in the course of a year, from 
which it appears that the former exceeded the latter in the 
proportion of two to one — a circumstance which he accounts 



• Haefkens, p. 326. 4 Ibid. t '* Narrative," p. 46S. 
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for in the following manner : — " This great excess of the 
births over the deaths may, in some measure, be explained 
by the excellence of the food, the benignity of the climate, 
and perhaps the morality of the people, as compared with 
the population of most other large capitals/'* 

The information aflforded by Mr. Thompson respecting 
the natural productions and the manufactures of the 
country, which constitute the real wealth of nations, is 
highly valuable. Under these heads are enumerated cot- 
ton, ordinary clothes, all kinds of fruit, wheat, maize, 
cocoa, cattle, goats, horses, mules, varieties of valuable 
wood, sugar, cochineal, various medicinal herbs, tobacco, 
mines of gold, silver, lead, copper, and iron. Mynheer 
Haefkens informs us that the sugar-cane is chiefly culti- 
vated for making a species of sugar called rapadura. This 
sugar is used in confectionary, and in distilling from it a 
kind of brandy which is drunk by the lower classes. It 
is also employed by the Indians in making the potion they 
call chicha. The Indians of the interior devote themselves 
to other branches of industry besides agriculture, such as 
the manufacture of pottery, weaving cotton and woollen 
cloth, and making woollen caps. Mr. Thompson's obser- 
vations on this part of the subject are particularly de- 
serving of attention. He says, " From the foregoing par- 

♦ ** Narratirc," p. 454. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



D. 101 

ticulars it may be deduced that the productions common to 
the whole territory of Guatemala, and, therefore, the 
sources of the present and prospective wealth of its towns, 
are cochineal, indigo,* tobacco, cotton, wheat, maize, and 
other esculent grains, and fruits ; that it has some manu- 
factures of an ordinary nature ; and that in the Sierras or 
mountains are many minerals and precious stones. The 
whole of the territory being imeven and mountainous, 
there is scarcely a district, however small, in which the 
fruits of different climates might not be cultivated with 
success. In the low and hot tracts cocoa, indigo, and 
cotton abound ; in the high and cold, animals of the lani- 
gerous kind are bred. In Solola and other parts are 
manufactures of coarse woollen cloths for the natives; 
finer cloths have been attempted, but, on account of the 
price or the expense of manufacture, the former only are 
in general use. Flax and hemp are produced plentifully, 
but no pains are bestowed on their cultivation, owing to 
the abundance of cotton, which does not require so much 
preparation for its manufacture." f 
These favourable accounts of Guatemala are confirmed 

* Mr. ThompsoD states (p. 251) that the indigo of Gaatemala has been 
analysed by Professor Brande, and found to be superior to that of any 
other country. 

'' Guatemala is celebrated for producing the best cocoa and best indigo 
of any part of America." — Edinburgh Review, vol. 16, p. 76. 

t " Narrative," pp. 468-4. 
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by the celebrated Humboldt — a high aathonty« In his 
*' Essai Politique sur la Nouvelle Espagne" (p. 6) he des- 
cribes Guatemala as being an ** extremely fertile and well- 
cultivated province, and very populous in comparison with 
the other Spanish colonies." 

The carriage of the produce and merchandise of the 
country by mules is also a considerable branch of industry. 
This business is chiefly in the hands of mulattoes. Myn- 
heer Haefkens states that the forests produce many valua- 
ble kinds of wood, as, for example, mahogany, cedar, 
balsam, and Brazil wood, the Guayacan (which possesses 
the properties of the palm-tree, but is muck darker in 
colour), the Santa Maria (which is very hard, pecuUarly 
appropriate for ship-building, and said to be imperish- 
able), and various other kinds of wood. Vanilla, sarsa- 
parilla, and a great number of medicinal plants, likewise 
grow in the woods. Among the latter may be numbered 
the guaco, a fruit which is a certain remedy for the bite 
of any venomous animal ; also the Palma Christi, from 
whose fruit the castor or ricinus oil is pressed. The inha- 
bitants of the small villages, which are situated at consi- 
derable distance from each other, live in great wretched- 
ness, although Nature presents to them an abundance of 
her choicest gifts. The cause of this phenomenon is to 
be found, not only in the absence of industry and a spirit 
of enterprise, but also in the want of capital. An Indian 
goes into the woods; to cut down trees or to make charcoal. 
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He carries the produce of his labour to the towns and 
villages, which are situated several miles from each other, 
and in this manner he earns one or two reals per day. 
With less bodily labour, better directed, the same man 
might, in a much shorter time, earn a comfortable liveli- 
hood. Trees are allowed to grow and decay for want of 
hands to hew them, and convey them to the sea-shore. 
The vanilla, too, is suffered, for the most part, to run to 
waste, for want of hands to dress and gather it. How all 
this will be changed in the course of a few years ! The 
transformation, indeed, has commenced, and the British 
settlers are already turning to account the almost inex- 
haustible natural riches of this country. 

The State of Guatemala is full of lakes and rivers, 
which contribute greatly to its fertility, and might be 
rendered still more effective for that object, and the pur- 
poses of communication, by the cutting of canals, whether 
with a view to irrigation or the junction of the two oceans. 
The principal lakes are the following : — 

1. The Lake of Peten, in the north of Vera Paz. It 
has several small islands. On the largest is a castle, 
which serves as a prison for criminals. The lake is 26 
leagues in circumference, and is of an oblong form.* 

* lo order to ayoid fatiguing the reader by constant references, it may 
b^ as well to state at once that most of the information comprised in the 
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2. The Lake of Amatitan, in the centre of the depart- 
ment of Guatemala. It is smrounded by lofty and beau- 
tiful mountains, is about three miles long^ and one mile 
broad. It furnishes the capital (irom which it is three 
miles distant) with fish, supplies water to the river of 
Michatoyat, and forms the harbour of Istapa, in Indepen- 
dencia. 

3. The Lake of Atitan, in the department of Solola, 30 
leagues west of the capital. This lake is about eight miles 
long, and four broad. 

4. The Golfo Dulce, in the territory of Vera Paz, which 
empties itself into the Atlantic. 

This lake or gulf is about 20 leagues in circumference; 
on its southern bank is situated the little town Isabal. 
The greatest part of the import and export trade of Gua- 
temalans carried on by the port of Isabal, and by that of 
Omoa, on the left of the entrance of the gulf. 

There are numerous rivers in Guatemala, of which the * 
following are the principal : — 

1. The Polochic, in Vera Paz; its mouth is on the 
western bank of the Golfo Dulce. This fine river has in 
all seasons, and to a considerable distance up, sufficient 



succeeding pages is derived from Mynheer Haefken's work, between 
pages 222 and 365. The matter is occaaionaUy abridged or condensed, 
but no fact of the slightest importance is omitted. 
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depth of water for floating vessels of several feet draught. 
But unluckily it has the same defect as most of the 
American rivers; namely, a bar at its entrance, wbi«k 

This, however, is a defect which may be partially, if not 
wholly, removed. Even now this river is a better medium 
for the conveyance of goods between the sea and the capital 
than the road from Tsabal and Gualan. From the Embar- 
cadero, or wharf, of Teleman, it is not more than five or 
six days journey. It requires six or eight days to navigate 
the river upwards, and it may be descended in twenty- 
four hours. In time the adoption of steam-vessels will, of 
course, lessen the difference. About six leagues from the 
mouth of the river, and exactly above the sands where 
the waters of the Cajabon unite with those of the Polochic, 
the banks of the river are higher. They are very fertile, 
but thinly peopled. Thousands of monkeys inhabit the 
trees, and the stillness is broken only by their cries, and 
those of herds of wild swine. No country appears to be 
better calculated for colonization than the banks of this 
river, especially as the climate is not very warm.* 

2. The river called Rio Dulce is of remarkable depth 
throughout its whole extent. The entrance to this river 

* It will be seen hereafter tliat the Company's first settlement has been 
made on the banks of this river. 
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presents one of the most beautiful prospects in the world. 
The bay forms a perfect semicircle, in the centre of which 
is the river, its waters flowing between woody banks, rising 
in an amphitheatre. The perpetual verdure of the trees 
is intermingled with ivy and flowers. The chief portion 
of the merchandise which is sent from Omoa and Belize to 
the capital is conveyed across the Rio Dulce. The gooda 
are embarked at Isabal, and then forwarded on mules to 
Guatemala. 

3. The river Montagua. Its mouth is in the Atlantic 
Ocean, six leagues higher up than Omoa. A portion of 
the merchandise destined for Guatemala, particularly the 
heaviest, is sent up the river to Gualan in canoes, the 
numerous rapids rendering it unnavigable for larger 
vessels. 

4. The Michatoyat and Los Esclavos. These rivers run 
into the South Sea. The first has its source in the Lake 
of Amatitan, and its mouth forms the entrance of the 
haven of Istapa. The harbour is safe and commodious, 
but the entrance is difficult. Los Esclavos rises to the 
east of the Michatoyat ; it is the larger river of the two. 
On the road from Guatemala to San Salvador there is a 
stone bridge, of nine arches, over this river. It is the 
best work of the sort in the whole republic. * 

Though the haven of Omoa belongs to the State of 
Honduras, it may also be regarded as a Guatemalan port, 
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fi>f it is under the jurisdiction of the Federal Government, 
and into it the greatest portion of the merchandise of 
Europe, the Havannah, Carthagena, &c., destined for the 
capital, San Salvador, 8c>c., is imported. It is a very 
good harbour, consisting of a single bay. 

Besides the harbours already mentioned, and that of 
Istapa, or Independencia, there are tviro othei-s in the 
State of Guatemala ; first, that of Ocos, in the district of 
Sacapeteques, which is closed by a bar, and is not much 
visited by vessels ; second, that of St. Thomas, in the 
Amatic Gulf, to the east of the mouth of the Rio Dulce* 
It is a fine bay, in which the largest vessels can lie close 
to the banks. Formerly the Spanish traders used to resort 
to it ; but, as the entrance is wide, they could not easily 
fortify it, and they were exposed to the attacks of pirates. 
For that reason this port was abandoned, and preference 
given to Omoa. A canal of four or five leagues would 
unite this bay with the river Montagua. 

The principal cities and towns are : — 

1. New Guatemala, the capital of this State, and of 
ihe whole republic. The territory on which it stands is 
table land, consisting chiefly of natural meadow ground. 
In many parts the supply of water is deficient, so that 
there is not much cultivation except in the fields of maize, 
the Nopaleras (cochineal gardens), and some sugar plan- 
tations. The greater part of the com for the consumption 
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of the capital is brought from Old Guatemala, nine 
leagues distant. The population is between 35,000 and 
40,000. The churches and other pubUc buildings are, in 
general, fine specimens of architecture ; the private houses 
are large and convenient. A richly-ornamented fountain 
stands in the centre of the extensive market-place, and 
water is everywhere well distributed to the streets and 
houses. The society called " Patriotic/' which suspended 
its operations during the war, has again directed its atten- 
tion to the encouragement of the arts of industry and com- 
merce, the original object of its institution. There is a 
high school, or college, and there used to be nine or ten 
primary schools, in which about 700 boys were taught ; 
but, as the masters were all ecclesiastics, these schools fell 
off, in consequence of the suppression of the Monkish 
orders. However, in 1830, other schools were estabhshed. 
The order of Belin was excepted in the decree for sup- 
pressing convents, as these Monks devote themselves 
solely to the healing of the sick and the education of 
orphan children. Books are imported in abundance from 
London and Paris; but there is no regularly published 
newspaper. The Government Grazette appears only occa- 
sionally. The Circus for Bull-fights is a large building ; 
but it has not been used for the purpose which its name 
indicates since 1826. It appears that the taste for this 
barbarous sport has fallen off, especially among the wealthy 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



D. 109 

classes. Provisions are cheap ; butcher's meat does not ^_^ 
exceed diitu iluIb the pound. ^ ^/ZC^^ 

The climate is one of the most delightful in the world. ^ 

It is never too warm to wear woollen clothes, nor too cold 
for cotton. 

Amatitan is situated in the lake of the same name, in a 
narrow valley. This town has a warmer climate than the 
capital, some of the principal famiUes of which reside here 
during the months of April and May. 

Antigua, (or Old) Guatemala, is the principal town of 
the department Sacatepequez. It lies nine leagues to the 
south-west of the capital, in a beautiful valley, which is 
terminated at each extremity by a mountain, the one on 
the east called the Water Volcano, that on the west called 
the Fire Volcano. The description given of these moun- 
tains by Mynheer Haef kens is very interesting, but too 
long to be brought, even by an abridged translation, 
within the plan of this pamphlet. In consequence of the 
irruptions New Guatemala was built in 1731, and became 
the seat of the Government. 

Totonicapan, the capital of the department of the same 
name, has a population of 12,000, chiefly Indians, who 
manufacture pottery, make wooden utensils, and weave 
woollen cloth. Many of the Indian Caciques settled here 
are descendants of the Tlascalas, who co-operated with 
Alvardo in the conquest of the country. Under the Spa- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



110 D. 

nish Government they enjoyed numy privileges, and, in 
particular, exemption from taxation. The cKmate is good, 
and plentiful crops of com and potatoes are raised in the 
neighbourhood. The view of Totonicapan, on approaching 
it from the Guatemala road, is extremely picturesque. It 
is 38 leagues N.N.W. from the capital. Guequetenango 
enjoys a still better climate than Totonicapan, 20 miles to 
the north of which it is situated. The population is at 
present about 6,000. 

Quezaltenango, the departmental chief town, has 14,000 
inhabitants, more than half of whom are Indians. Con- 
siderable industry is carried on at Quezaltenango both in 
agriculture and manufactures; among the latter are various 
articles of wool and cotton. The free importation of fo- 
reign merchandise has not affected these manufactures so 
much as might be imagined. The climate of Quezalte- 
nango is cool. The town is situated four leagues south of 
Totonicapan. 

Solola, the chief town of the department of the same 
name, is situated 28 leagues W.N.W. of the capital. The 
population is 6,000, chiefly Indians. Wheat is much cul- 
tivated in the departments of Solola and Quezaltenango. 
The return is firom 10 to 20 fold. Maize is also culti- 
vated; and a great many persons breed sheep, for the 
wool of which there is a ready sale to the manufacturers. 

Mazatenango and Cuyotenango. These two large towns 
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have many handsome towns. They are situated in the 
district of Suehitepequez, in the heart of the cocoa plan- 
tations. The climate is warm, but not too hot, and is 
very healthy. 

Coban is situated in a winding and charming valley, the 
climate of which is truly delightful. The population 
amounts to 14,000, almost all Indians, whose houses are 
here better than those they inhabit elsewhere. The town 
is interspersed with banana and sugar plantations, and 
gardens in which pimento-trees are raised. The Domi- 
nicans, who were formerly the lords of the soil, had a 
cloister and a splendid church here. Coban is the fourth 
town of the State, and the capital of the department of 
Vera Paz. 

In this department it rains during several months of the 
year ; but the rains are of a soft gentle kind, and, there- 
fore, contribute greatly to fertility. These rains, which 
are by no means unhealthy, are attributed to the boundless 
woods that cover the hills; and it is asserted that the 
moisture decreases in proportion as the wood-cutters ex- 
tend their labours. The ** dry months," as they are 
called, are not entirely without rain. 

The road from Guatemala to the place for embarkation 
on the river Polochic does not lead through Coban, which 
lies about 10 leagues on the traveller's left, but passes 
through Salama, another important place, about half-way 
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on the road. The population is about 5,000, and the 
officers of the departmental government reside here, though 
I Cohan is the chief town. Two leagues from Salama lies 
San Geronimo, the finest estate which the Dominicans 
possessed. According to the inventory made by order of 
the government, when the property was to be let, the 
valuation of articles on the estate was 99,726 6| dollars. 

The lease of this estate might have been had for 6,000 
dollars a-year — probably a good deal less. The net annual 
income is more than 12,000 dollars, notwithstanding the 
defective mode in which every kind of labour is carried on. 
The income might easily be doubled. Tliere is a great 
advantage here in the certainty of finding a sufficient 
supply of labourers on the spot, for the Negroes, who 
were the slaves of the Priests, are still ready to be em- 
ployed, as usual, in any kind of work, notwithstanding 
that they have been declared free. From the refuse of 
the sugar-cane these men distil a kind of brandy, which 
has a great reputation all over the country. 

In travelling from Salama towards the Polochic we pass 
through several Indian towns in very picturesque situ- 
ations. The last is Chimiquin, a village built in a very 
fertile valley. In this district chiefly is produced the sar- 
saparilla, which is exported by the Rio Dulce. 

In this country, so highly favoured by nature, the 
Eastern Coast of Central America Company have had 
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the good fortune to obtain from the goverament of Guate- 
mala a grant by charter, dated August 6, 1834, of the 
whole of the State of Vera Paz, which is about 250 miles 
in length, and the same extent in breadth, lying between 
15° and 19^ North latitude, and 88^ and 92^ West longi- 
tude, and comprising at least 14 millions of acres. y 

All that has hitherto been stated of Guatemala in 
general, of course, applies equally to Vera Paz, and little, 
therefore, remains to be said of that department in parti- 
cular, except that it is admitted to be the most fertile and 
salubrious province of the State, and is remarkable for 
producing, in addition to the articles already mentioned, 
a great number of aromatic plants and drugs, such as 
sarsaparilla, musk, balsams, sal-ammoniac, tamarinds, 
and jalap, which, of themselves, would constitute a va- 
luable branch of exports. The mahogany-tree grows to 
an extraordinary size in Vera Paz, and whole forests of 
this valuable wood present themselves in various direc- 
tions. There is also an abundance of other wood, parti- 
cularly the western pine, logwood, rosewood, palmaletta, 
ironwood, and Santa Maria, the last mentioned being most 
valuable for naval architecture. 

Thomas Gage, who published an account of his travels 
in Guatemala at the end of the 16th century, gives a 
highly favourable description of Vera Paz ; but it is unne- 
cessary to extract more than the following passage: — 
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" The chief commodities are achiote (anotta) (which is the 
best of all the country belonging to Guatemala), cocoa, 
cotton, wool, honey, canna fistula, sarsaparilla, great store 
of maize, much wax, plenty of fowls, and birds of all* 
coloured feathers." A Spanish Friar, named Francisco 
Moran, a contemporary of Gage, pubUshed a work on the 
same subject, in which he speaks of the extreme fertility 
of Vera Paz in terms which, to a stranger to the country, 
would savour of exaggeration. 

The first allocation of British settlers under the direc- 
tion of the Company has been made on the banks of the 
River Cajabon, only 45 miles from the town of that 
name, where there are 10,000 inhabitants, and 10 miles 
fix)m Teleman, another small town. The settlement is 
called New Liverpool. Excellent arrangements have been 
made for ensuring, as far as possible, the comfort, and 
promoting the well-being of the settlers, and, under such 
fkvourable circumstances, it is not surprising that the 
emigrants are perfectly satisfied with respect to the past, 
and full of confidence as regards the future. 

Some of the principal privileges conferred by the charter 
upon the Company are, 

1st. The right to possess in perpetuity; to sell and dis« 
pose of all or any part of the land of Vera Paz. 

2d. Settlers to enjoy full and complete religious Uberty. 

3d. Settlers exempted from all military service, except 
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such as the Company may establish for self-defence and 
internal police. 

4th. Settlers are exempted from every species of tax- 
ation, and from all duties of import and export, except 
such as the Company may establish. 

6th. Slavery is prohibited. 



The writer of the foregoing, pages trusts that he has 
executed his task in a way which will effect the object he 
had in view; namely, to enable the reader to judge of the 
political and commercial importance of the country de- 
scribed, and the advantges it offers to the trade of Eng- 
land and to the British emigrant. It will be observed that 
throughout he has contefnted himself with stating facts on 
. the -authority of others, instead of indulging in specula- 
tions of his own ; indeed it appears to him that the des- 
tinies which await ihe new colony of Vera Paz are too 
obvious to require to be embellished by highly-coloured 
sketches or chimerical calculations. 

The author was anxious to have inserted tables of the 
rates of passage and freightage to Vera Paz; but, under- 
standing that these are subject to constant fluctuation, he 
prefers referring those who are desirous of obtaining in- 
formation on these heads to the Office of the Eastern 
Coast of Central America Company, at Lombard-street 
Chambers, Clement's-lane. 

h2 
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TO RESPECTABLE EMIGRANTS OF SMALL OR 
LARGE CAPITAL, 

And to Agricultural and other Labourers, of good 
Character. 



An extensive grant of land, extending inland from 
the Eastern Coast of Central America, has been made, 
by the State of Guatemala, to a British Company, who 
are about to despatch a large and roomy vessel, with 
settlers, thereto. The ceded territory contains upwards of 
fourteen millions of acres of virgin soil, affording every 
variety of climate, and adapted as well to the products 
of this country as those of tropical cUmes. The settlers 
may become either graziers or indigo planters, growers of 
maize, or cultivators of sugar, coffee, cotton, cocoa, co- 
chineal, sarsaparilla, or tobacco, as may best suit their 
means, tastes, or habits. 

The Company's first settlement, called *' New Liver- 
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pool," is situated on a block of land containing about 
14,000 acres, on the south bank of the Cajabon River, 
which runs through the Lake Dolce into the Bay of Hon- 
duras. It has been selected on account of its prominent 
local advantages, more especially as being within a short 
distance of a town containing six thousand inhabitants, 
who will furnish a supply of very cheap labourers to 
settlers possessing sufficient capital to command such as- 
sistance. Tlie last-mentioned feature is peculiar to this 
colony,' since, in most other infant communities, either by 
the absence of labourers, or the expense at which their 
services are to be obtained, the progress of the capitalist 
is retarded. Nevertheless, the British artizan, or labourer, 
who can command a few pounds, will find every induce- 
ment to visit the settlement. 

A man and his wife may he conveyed to the territory of 
" Vera Paz,** at the Company's expense, and he put in 
possession of forty acres of freehold land, under a condi- 
tional agreement to he made with the Agent of the Com- 
pany in Great Britain, for the sum of £20 only ; which 
sum must he paid to the Secretary in London, on or hefore 
the departure of the Emigrant, 

The voyage occupies about six weeks. The Company's 
Agent, in the Colony, has prepared a certain number of 
temporary dwellings for the settlers, until they erect their 
own, as explained in page 122, No. 4. 
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For further particularB, apply by letter, post paid ; or 
personally^ to Mr. L. S. Coxb, 60, Moorgatenstreet, Bank, 
London ; or to 
Mr. Samuel Westpielb ..Agent, 16, St Oeofge's Terrace, Canterbury. 

Mr. Adam Balrd Agent, Bath-stceet Liverpool. 

Mr. RoBEiiT Tbomas ^gen/, 3£, St. Mary's Street ..Cardiff. 

Mr. John Davies Agent, Boards Head Inn Carmarthen. 

Mr. William Evans . . . .Agent, Journal Oflfice Carmarthen. 

Mr. J. Williams Agent, Cambrian Office Swansea. 

Mr. Alex. Fraser Agent '. Aberdeen. 

Mr. Peter Hume Agent, Lawfield, by Dunbar. 

Mr. Hugh Handyside . . Agent . ; Edinburgh. 

Messrs. N.&R.H A NDYSiDE,Jgen/f Glasgow^ . 

Mr. John McDonnell . . Agent Cork. 

Merrss. Jas. Harvey & Co. Agents Limerick. 



The magnificent Cfrant, referred to above, is confirmed 
by a decree. pf, the Supr^n^e Government of Central Ame- 
rica to the " Eastern Coast of Central America Commer- 
cial and Agricultural Company," of the territory called 
" Vera Paz^" .ej^tending about two hundred and fifty miles 
in length and two hundred in breadth, between the 15th 
and 19th degrees of N. latitude and 88th and 92d W^ Ion- 
gitude. The fece of the country presents an alternation 
of mountain and plain, occasioning a variety of tempe- 
rature adapted to the productions of almost every clime. 
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The soil is vii^n and rich, yielding fraits of numerous 
kinds, with common cultivation, even on the mountain 
top, to detai I which would exceed the limits of an adver- 
tisement; but oranges, cocoa-nuts, melons, limes, pine- 
apples, plantains, avocato pears, sapotes, cashew, jocotes, 
shaddoch, with many others, of which the names are 
scarcely known in England, are successively in season. 
The species of plants that beautify the garden, and the 
supply of culinary vegetables, are equally abundant. Of 
grain there are many kinds : wheat is raised in some of 
the provinces of the Republic, as Quesaltenango and To- 
tonicapa, whence Guatemala is supplied in considerable 
quantities ; but Maize, (Indian com,) in particular, some- 
times yields five hundred fold, and of this two crops may 
be produced in the year. Rice comes to great perfection 
under proper culture; whilst sugar-cane, coffee, cotton, 
cocoa, sarsaparilla, and tobacco are indigenous. The 
finest cochineal is produced in Guatemala, and indigo in 
St. Salvador. The interior abounds with fowl, including 
pheasants, quails, pigeons, plovers, and wild turkeys; 
also in deer and wild hogs, and cattle. Much of the 
high, or table land, is suited to the pasturage of sheep ; 
and there is no doubt that the.best quality of wool may be 
raised upon it. The most important produce of the land, 
at present, is the mahogany tree, and Santa Maria, the 
trunks of many being no less than one hundred feet high. 
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There is also an abundance of k)gwoo<l, rosewood, palma- 
letta, ironwood, sapodilla^ caoutchouc (Indian rubber), 
with many more of hard texture and beautiful grain ; as 
well as the magnificent western pine, so valuable to the 
ship-builder. The Grant is intersected by numerous navi- 
gable rivers abounding with fish, and both rivers and sea 
with turtle. 

The present inhabitants, on the Company's Grant, are 
descendants of Europeans, and the. aborigines, the latter 
a peaceful inoffensive class, who work at cheap wages. 
English is understood, and spoken at the settlements on 
the coast. 

The principal privileges conferred on the Company by 
the Grant are, 

1. The right to possess in perpetuity, to sell and dispose 
of all, or any part of, the tract of land before described. 

2. The Government of the Colony to be municipal, (the 
authorities to be elected by the Settlers,) and entitled to 
the protection of the Federal Government of the Republic ; 
the constitution of which is an improvement on that of the 
United States of North America. 

3. Settlers to have full and complete religious liberty, 
and trial by jury. 

4. Settlers exempted from all military service, except 
such as the Company may establish for self-defence and 
internal police. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



E (1). 121 

5. Settlers exempted from every species of taxation, and 
from all duties, import and export, for twenty years, ex- 
cept such as the Company may establish. 

6. Slavery is prohibited (which is an important advan- 
tage to Settlers.) 

7. The exclusive privilege of the navigation of the rivers, 
by steam, is conceded to the Company for twenty years. 
The Company already have a fine Steamer at " Vera Paz/' 



REGULATIONS FOR LABOURERS AND OTHERS, 
WISHING TO EMIGRATE TO VERA PAZ. 

1. Agricultural Labourers, (who are chiefly preferred,) 
Woodcutters and Fellers of Trees, Sawyers, Carpenters, 
Blacksmiths, Brick-makers, Lime-burners, and all persons 
engaged in the erection of buildings, who may apply, must 
be able to give satisfactoiy references to shew that they 
are honest , sober y indtistriotts, and of good character; (they 
must thereon fill up the annexed Form and get it properly 
attested^ as directed in the Form itself; the Agent will send 
it to the Secretary of the Company y after he shall have 
been perfectly satisfied on all these points,) They must be 
real labourers, of sound mind and body, not less than 16 
nor more than 30 years of age, and married; the marriage 
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certificate must be produced. The rule (cls to age) is 
occasumally departed from in favour of parents of large 
families toith grown-up sons; and single men, from 18 to 
30 years old, and of unexceptionable character, will be 
accepted as Emigrants, if highly recommended. 

2. A II Emigrants f adults as well as children, must have 
been vaccinated, or have had the small-pox. 

3. Every adult Emigrant is allowed to take half a ton 
weight, or 20 measured cubit feet, of baggage. Extra 
baggage is liable to a charge at the rate of £2 the ton, 
paid in London. 

4. On the arrival of the Emigrants in tlie Colony they 
will be received by the Superintendent, or Agent of the 
Company, who will supply their immediate wants, for any 
time not exceeding a month, unless under circumstances of 
peculiar urgency, and at his entire discretion; he will 
assist them in reaching the place of their destination, 
and be ready to advise with them in cases of difficulty. 
The Settlers must, within three months after their landing 
in " Vera Paz," build their own Dwellings, for which they 
will find abundant materials on their own lands ; but if 
they prefer, for a while, to rent the Dwellings in the 
Colony, or the Cottages which the Directors are now 
sending out, the Superintendent will allow them to tenant 
the same at a fair rental ; it being clearly understood that 
such temporary Dwellings and Cottages are the sole pro- 
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perty of the Company, and that it is obviously for the 
comfort and benefit of the Settlers that they erect their 
own Dwellings on their allotted sections of land as speedily 
as possible. 

PRICE OF PASSAGE AND LAND, AND CONDITIONS OF 
TENURE. 

6< The Lands will be divided into sections of forty acres 
each, adjoining New Liverpool ; or such place as the Su- 
perintendent, or Manager, shall, at his discretion, select 
for a new settlement. 

6. A man and his wife may be conveyed to the territory 
of " Vera Paz'' at the Company's expense, and be put in 
possession of forty acres of freehold land, under a condi* 
tional agreement to be made with tlie Agent of the Com- 
pany in Great Britain, for the sum of £20 only ; which 
sum must be paid to the Secretary in London, on or before 
the departure of the Emigrant. 

7. Each male adult Settler will be entitled to a section 
or lot at five shillings; per acre. 

8. Each married Settler, upon taking out his wife with 
him, will be entitled to the same quantity at four shillings 
per acre ; and if he also take out a son> 16 years of age 
and married, that son will be entitled to a section of forty 
acres at the reduced price of four shillings per acre. 
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For more extensive quantities the prices are. 
For 120 acres, four shillings per acre. 
For 160 acres, three shillings and sixpence per acre. 
For 200 acres, three shillmgs per acre* 

9. * These prices refer only to the present secLson. 

10. All Mahogany trees are reserved to the Company 
by right, though their Superintendent will make a gratuity 
to the Settler, who may, with his permission, fell such 
trees on his section of land. All other timber or woods 
go with the land. 

11. All Mines are the reserved property of the Com- 
pany, subject to the laws of the Country, which strictly 
enjoin the immediate discovery of any Mines, through the 
proper Authorities of the Company, and hold out encou- 
r^ement for the working of the same. 

12. Rates of Passage-Money to Persons not pur- 
chasing Land. 

In the Cabin £ 15 per head. 

Children half price. 
In the Steerage, Adults, £6 per head. 



13. Children, from 2 to 6 years, £2 „ -j whether 
„ „ 6 to 10 „ £3 „ V purchasing 

„ „ 10 to 14 „ £4 „ J Zand or not. 
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14. Emigrants and Passengers to find their own bed- 
dings and to be provided with good clothing. iBmigrants 
must also be provided with the requisite tools and imple- 
ments for their several occupations. 

15. Scale of Provisions for Steerage Passen- 
gers. 

allowance to one person for 7 days. 

lb. lb. lb. lb. pint pint oz. oz. oz. lb. pint quarts 
Bread. Beef. Pork. Flour. Peas. Rum. Sugar. Coffee. Tea. Rice. Vinegar. Water. 

5 3 3 li 1 1 12 2 1 i 4 18 
Children under fourteen years of age, half the above 
allowance, hut no spirits. 
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Register, No. Date 

Forms for Persons desirous of emigrating to " Vera Pazf 
To be filled up, detached from the Regulations, and 
returned to the Agent personally; who will, if approved 
by him, forward it as a single letter to the Secretary of 
the Eastern Coast op Central America Com- 
pany, No. 60, Moorgate-street, near the Bank, London. 



Name of the Applicant. . . . 




Calling, or Trade 




Place of Residence 




Married, or Single 




Age 


Man's Aue Woman's Age 


Names and Ages of the^ 
Children, if there are any > 
under 15 yeai-s j 




Charge for the Children by j 
whom defrayed ? (see > 
Regulation 13) 3 




Name and Address of some"\ 
late Employer, with the f 
time the Applicant work- I 
ed for him J 








Name and Address of the'\ 
Minister of the Parish f 
in which the Applicant i 
resides ' 









Declaration to he signed hy the Emigrant, 

I do hereby declare, that the above statement is true ; that I have 
carefully read the Paper of Regulations and Conditions for Emigrant 
Labourers, and that in applying to emigrate to the Colony, I am really 
and truly acting in accordance with the spirit thereof; which I understand 
to be this : — ^That the privilege of a Passage and Land, if granted for 
£20 f will be allowed me on the Condition that I engage to go to the 
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Colony as one Willing and intending to work there, whenever required, 
during Three Years, on the Companv*s public works, at the current wages 
of the Country ; and that, when I am not so required to work for the Com- 
pany, I will faithfully, and industriously, and peaceably follow my own 
occupation, and clear and cultivate the Land allotted to me ; of which I 
do hereby engage, under any circumstances, to clear at least three acres 
in each Year; and that if I do not faithfully perform my Agreement, the 
Conveyance of the Land will not be made to me or my Heirs, Executors, 
Administrators, or Assigns. 

(Signed by the Applicant.) 

Certificate to he signed by two respectable Householders. 

We certify, that we are well acquainted with the above-named Ap- 
plicant, and that we believe the above statement to be strictly true; — 
further, that we believe the Applicant to be honest, sober, industrious, 
and of good character, and likely to maintain self in the Colony. 

Signature. Signature. 

Place of abode. Place of abode. 



Certificate of a Physician or Surgeon. 

I certify, that 1 have examined the above-named Applicant and his 
Wife, and that neither of them is seriously mutilated nor deformed in 
Person, nor, in my opinion, afflicted with any disease calculated to 
shorten life, or to impair physical or mental energy. I certify, also, that 
they, as well as the children named above, have been vaccinated, or had 
the small-pox. 

Signature. Place of residence. 

I certify, to the best of my belief, that the above Certificates are 
authentic, and that the Persons whose Signatures are affixed 
to them are worthy of credit. 

(To be signed by the Magistrate, or Clergyman, or, if in Ireland, 
the Catholic Priest of the Parish in which the Applicant 
resides.) 

Signature of the Magistrate. Place of residence. 

Signature of the Clergyman. Place of residence. 

Signature of the Catholic Priest. Place of residence. 



It is particularly requested that no Gentleman will certify this 
Return, unless thoroughly convinced that the statements con- 
tained in it are correct. 
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EASTERN COAST OF CENTRAL AMERICA 
COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL COMPANY. 



COLONY OF THEIR DEPARTMENT OF VERA PAZ, 

In the Province of Guatemala, 



Articles of ^tmmt made this day of 

, 1839, between 

acting for and on behalf of the Directors of the Eastern 
Coast of Central America Company, of the one part, and 

for himself, his Executors, Administrators, and Assigns, 
of the other part : SSt|^a{( the said 

is desirous to proceed to the Colony of 
** Vera Paz/* as an Emigrant, with his wife and family ; 
and the said Directors have agreed to convey the said 

to the said Colony 
as an Emigrant Labourer upon the conditions hereinafter 
named. 
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ICoto tW agreement toftnessetft, that the said 

, in consideration of 
the premises, and for other the considerations hereinafter 
mentioned, doth agree with the said 

as such Agent aforesaid, that he 
the said 

shall and will, when thereto requested by the said Direc- 
tors, or such persons as they have appointed, go on board 
such vessel as they shall order for the passage of the said 

to the said Colony, and continue on board the said ship 
until his arrival there, and shall and will, for and during 
the term of three years, to be computed from the day of 
his landing in the said Colony, at all times, faithfully, 
justly, honestly, and according to the bestof his judgment, 
understanding, skill, and ability, employ himself in, and 
do and perform the work or occupation of a Labourer, 
whenever so required, upon the public works of the Com- 
pany, according to the orders and directions of the said 
Directors' Superintendent in the said Colony, his Agent 
or Deputies, or the Managers, or Agents, of the said 
Company, without departing from or leaving the said 
service, during the said term of three years. And, also, 
during that term, shall and will faithfully do and execute 
all such work, at and for the current wages of the Country, 
per diem, for so many days ; or for one day only, as he. 
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the said Superintendent, or Manager, or his or their 

Agents, or Deputies, shall see fit to employ him, the 

said 

And the said 

as such Agent as aforesaid, for the considerations above 

mentioned, agrees that the said Superintendent, or the 

Manager, or his or tlieir Agents, or Deputies acting for 

the said Directors of the said Company, shall and will 

permit the said 

to use and occupy a section of forty acres of land ia the 

said Colony, on such part of the possessions of the said 

Company as the said Superintendent, or the Manager, or 

other Agent of the said Company, or his or their Agents 

or Deputies shall determine ; provided the said 

shall continue in the 
said Colony, and shall perform the said duties of Emigrant 
Labourer, and that the said 

will truly and feithfully work for the 
said Directors in the said Colony, whenever so requii^ 
by their Superintendent or Manager, or his or their Agents, 
or Deputies ; although it shall be and is hereby agreed 
and fully understood by the said 

that it is entirely 
optional with, and at the discretion of the Superintendent, 
or Manager, or his or their Agents, or Deputies, to 
employ him, the said 
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, or not to employ him at all ; or, if he 
the said Superintendent, or Manager, or his or their 
Agents, or Deputies, shall see fit to employ the said 

that the number 
of days of employment, and the kind of employment, jsIibM 
be solely at the option and discretion of the said Superin- 
tendenty or Manager, or his or their Agents, or Deputies. 
Also, that of every section of Land allowed to the said 

three acres at the least shall be cleared and cultivated 
in each year by the said 

And further, that such Agreement having been faithfully 
fulfilled, a Deed of Conveyance shall be executed by the 
Superintendent to such Emigrant, giving him a legal title 
to his land ; previously to which, he cannot sell, or 
otherwise dispose of the same ; the only exception being, 
that, in case of such Emigrant having made his will, 
giving his section or sections of land to his family, such 
will shall be duly respected and have full force, provided 
he has faithfully performed his Agreement up to the period 
of his decease, and that his heirs engage to carry into 
effect the remaining term of his Agreement, at the expira- 
tion whereof the Conveyance shall be made, conformably 
with such his will ; or, in case of his intestacy, according 
to the laws of inheritance in " Vera Paz." And that if 
the Agreement be not faithfully fulfilled in all cases, as 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 E (2). 

above stated, the Conveyance will be void. And the said 

shall, upon the conditions 
last mentioned, be permitted to use and occupy the said 
land, with any buildings which he may erect thereon, free 
from rent : and, it is fitrtj^ agmtr between the parties 
hereto, that if any dispute shall arise in the siud Colony, 
touching this contract of Service and Land, it shall be 
referred to and be decided by the said Superintendent, for 
the time being, of the said Colony, or Manager, or any 
other person or persons appointed by him for that purpose, 
who shall have power to settle the matter in dispute, and 
even to cancel this contract if he shall think fit. 

In witness whereof, the said parties hereto have here- 
unto set their hands, the day and year first above written. 
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MEMORIAL 



INHABITANTS OF BRITISH HONDURAS. 



'* To the Right Honourable Lord Glenelff, one of 
Her Majestxfs Principal Secretaries of State, 

Src. Src Src 

** This Memorial of the undersigned inhabitants of 
British Honduras, respectfully represents, — 

1st. '* That the lands comprehended within the limits 
of the British Settlement in Honduras are now exhausted 
of mahogany suitable for exportation, excepting in situa- 
tions so remote from the rivers as to be almost entirely, or 
entirely inaccessible. 

2d. " That the remote situations in which mahogany, 
suitable for exportation, can now be found, together with 
the Umited means and resources of the inhabitants gene- 
rally, renders it impossible to them to continue with any 
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hope of success the cutting of mahogany within the limits 
of the Settlement. 

3d. " That a large majority of the population^ influenced 
by reluctance to withdraw from British protection, are 
wilhng, if assured of that protection, to abandon the cut- 
ting of mahogany, and to devote their attention to the 
cultivation of the soil ; that the capital and resources of 
this proportion of the inhabitants being limited, they are 
naturally solicitous to receive the support of Houses in 
England, — and that this desired and necessary support is 
and must continue to be withheld, so long as the right of 
cultivation remains undetermined. 

4th. '* That included in that part of our population who 
are desirous for the reasons assigned to devote their future 
attention to cultivation, is a large proportion of the rebently 
emancipated negroes who have become attached to the 
soil, and are unwilling to remove to, or to accept of em- 
ployment in the territories of the neighbouring Republics ; 
and that it is important to the interests of this Settlement 
that this valuable class of our population may not be 
I'educed, from want of employment, to emigrate to other 
parts. 

6th. " That the territory of British Honduras comprises 
within its boundaries many thousands of square miles ;* 

* This must be a great error in respect of extent 
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and that a lai^e proportion of these lands when rendered 
accessible to the agriculturist will be found capable, from 
their varied soils, of yielding, under cultivation, a rich 
return of the united valuable products of the neighbouring 
islands. 

6th. *' That obstacles, injurious to the interests of this 
Settlement, and to the interests of your Lordship's Memo- 
rialists, are still permitted to remain opposed to the freq 
and unrestricted cultivation of the soil. The rigbt of 
sovereignty is considered by Her Majesty's Government, 
as still vested in the Crown of Spain. The British Plan- 
tation Act, under which, produce, the growth of the 
Colonies, is admitted, on the low duties, into the ports of 
the United Kingdom, is not extended to the produce of 
the Settlement 

7th. *' That the right of the sovereignty of the soil, 
originally, by the treaty of 1670, vested in the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, and subsequently, by the treaty of 
1783 and 1786, vested in the Government of Spain, has 
been, during a long series of years, merely nominal, and 
from the undernamed circumstances, may, with justice, be 
considered as having entirely ceased to exist, viz :— 

** The length of time which has elapsed, since Spain, 
in accordance with the treaty, has sent her Commissioners 
into this Settlement. The total cessation of interest on 
the part of Spain, as to any extension of cultivation in 
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this quarter of the world, resulting from the immense 
changes which have occurred, as to her dominion over 
Mexico, the Central States, and the whole of the South 
American Continent. 

8th. '' That your Lordship's Memorialists found their 
claim, to the inclusion of the produce of this Settlement, 
within the provisions of the British Plantation Act, on 
their right to that protection, and to those privileges which, 
in other parts of the British Empire, are extended to Her 
Majesty's subjects. 

*' Your Memorialists most respectfully press on the 
attention and consideration of your Lordship, those mat- 
ters so important to the interests of this Settlement, viz* 
"' " That this Settlement is now exhausted of its hitherto 
staple article of export. That the inhabitants generally 
reluctant to remove from British protection are desirous to 
devote their future attention to the cultivation of the soil, 
and to be enabled with a prospect of success, to enter on 
new avocations, are anxious to secure to themselves that 
protection, and those privileges, extended by Her Majesty's 
Government to its subjects, in other parts of the empire. 

" Under the circumstances in which your Lordship's 
Memorialists are placed, as above expressed, we would 
most respectfully solicit Her Majesty's Government to 
declare, without delay, this Settlement to be an, integral 
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part of the British Empire, and to admit its produce into 
the ports of the United Kingdom^ subject to the same ) 
duties as are levied on similar articles from other British 
Dependencies. 

•' Belize, Honduras, 1th March, 1839." 



THE END. 



MARCHANT, PRINTER, INGRAM-COURT, FENCAURCfl-STREET. 
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